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ENERGY ECONOMICS 





CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY REPORTED 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 18 Jun 82 p 18 


[Text ] 


CSO: 





is 2 % 
An eximated $315 million 
is for capital 
development hetween 
1982 and 1985 for the 
-term improvement 
of the Jamaica Public 
Service Company 
Limitedt ‘ 
The Minister. of Public 
Usilities~ and Transport, 
the ‘Hon. - Pearnel 
Charles, told the House 


incleded: | 
$102 midion in “World 
Bank projects; $55.1 mil- 
lion for small-scate 
— $85.5,million for 
$20.8 million for 
power-plant rehabilica- 
tien and power barge 
installation; $49.6 mil- 
lien for transmission, 
sub-stations, etcetera. * 
Mr. Charles said che imple- 
mentation ‘of these proj- 
for future seliabilicy and 


3025/342 


‘ gtowth: in the public elec: 
triciry service. 

The company was putting 
into mes to 
i es Praca 
mainly the theft of power 
and in the collection of 
revenues. This will 


include monthly billing. 


of targer residential cus- 


" comers to improve the 


+, company's cash-flow 


Mr. ey inter- 
im a recent 
Sine at. the J.P.S. 


from the investigator. 
Mr. Densis Anderson, 
indicated chat the control 
* and protection systems at 


not stable and were not 
functioning correctly. 

Most of the were 
because of equipment 
malfunctioning. svs- 
tem had become very 
, unreliable and unstable, 
and could not be relied 


JAMAICA 











ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


FOREIGN POWER EXPERTS ARRIVE TO STUDY SUPPLY PROBLEMS 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Jun 82 p 1 


[Excerpts] A SEVEN-MAN team of international experts on power systems will 
be briefed by Prime Minister George Chambers at Whitehall tomorrow morning, 
before beginning their investigation into the country's trouble-ridden power 
supply system. 


The experts are in Trinidad following a request by Mr. Chambers to the Common- 
wealth Secretariat in London and the World Bank in Washington. 


They are expected to conduct a general assessment of Trinidad and Tobago Elec- 
tricity Commission with particular reference to the corporation's operating 
capability. | 


At tomorrow's briefing, it is expected that Mr. Chambers will outline precise- | 
ly what their assignment will be. Together with him will be Senator John 
Eckstein, Minister of Public Utilities. 


According to ministerial sources, the experts will be required to examine 
the reliability of the existing power supply system and, among other things, 
the existing methods of the utility with respect to long range planning. 


The financial aspect of TTEC will also come under examination by the experts. 
Sources say they will be presented with a statement of funding, both recurrent 
and capital, from 1976 to estimates for the current year. Over this period, 
it is believed that overnment has spent a total of $892 million (TT) on TTEC. 


The experts would also be expected to conduct their assignment, present their 
report and possibly their recommendations as quickly as possible. 


Appointment of the team follows a series of events which started with a spate 
of prolonged outages, many of them affecting wide areas of the country. Mr. 

Chambers wrote the Minister of Public Utilities asking a number of questions 

about the operations of TTEC. 


According to ministerial sources, the "moment of truth" has come to TTEC 
which has come under heavy public criticism for its deteriorating service. 
Government is expected to base its future policy on the nation's power supply 
from the assessment of these experts. 


CSO: 3025/342 








COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


JAMAICA SUSPENDS PURCHASES OF RICE FROM GUYANA 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 08 Jun 82 p 18 


[Text ] A DECISION HAS BEEN TAKEN by the 
Jamaica Commodity Trading Corporation to sus- 
~ for the rest of the year the purchasing of tice 

Guyana and instead to purchase all its sup- 
plies from the United States. * Oe 

-~ This decision wan arrived at because of a decision of 

the Gayana Rice Board to increase the price of rice sold 


to Jamaica. . on 
- & spokesman: for the Corpesation told the Gleaner 
yesterday thas the matier was disci with the Ministry 


of Foreign Affairs and were given the “go-ahead” 
sop perchasing rice m'Ce na. - naa wi 


Boerd said it wanted a 20 percent increase on the pri 
of bulk rice sold to Jamaica and a $5 per cent increase 


‘ ea the price of — a 
ACCORDING TO REPORTS, when the firsteQuar- 
ter contract ended in March, Guyana indicated that it 
Se 2 price increase, but the J eaite agency point 
ou at exist rices, Jamai¢a. was ng. 
Gu $140 more -_ ie price for wifich rice: Zeal 
be { on the world market. + al 
At‘the ptice asked it would' cos Jamaica some: US§5- 


CSO: 3025/343 

















COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


CHAMBERS TO JAMAICA--The Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. George 
Chambers, is to pay an official visit to Jamaica at a date to be agreed. 

The Gleaner has learnt that the invitation was extended to Mr. Chambers by 

the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, the Rt. Hon. Hugh Shearer, 

on behalf of Prime Minister Seaga, when he visited Port of Spain in March this 
year. The Gleaner understands that Mr. Chambers will visit Jamaica at a mu- 
tually convenient date. Mr. Chambers became Prime Minister on the death of 
the Hon. Dr. Eric Williams in March 1981. Dr. Williams had led Trinidad and 
Tobago for 25 years from 1956. In the Trinidad and Tobago elections of Novem- 
ber 1981, Mr. George Chambers led the PNM to an overwhelming victory, thus 
confirming himself in the post of Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago. The 
Gleaner has learnt that when Mr. Chambers visits Jamaica, it will be his first 
official visit overseas, and that he will discuss international, regional and 
bilateral matters with the Jamaican Prime Minister and Government. Yesterday 
it was announced that Prime Minister Adams, of Barbados, will be visiting 
Jamaica from July 14 - 16. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 

18 Jun 82 p 1] 


CSO: 3025/343 

















COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


'CENTE' INTERVIEWS BIGNONE ON PERSONAL, POLITICAL VIEWS 
PY070420 Buenos Aires GENTE in Spanish 1 Jul 82 p 93-98 


[("Exclusive" interview with Argentine President Reynaldo Bignone by Renee 
Sallas on 27 June--place not given] 


[Text] [Question] After 6 years and 3 months of the process--in which very 
little had been done in the political field--you emerged almost unknown to 
the Argentines and surrounded by an image of great weakness. Yet your role 
will be nothing but to expedite timetables, torapidly lift the political 
ban, to change whatever might be necessary in the state of siege and finally 
to transfer military power to a government elected by the people. Why do 
you believe you were elected precisely for this difficult final stage? 
[Answer] When the army--through a consensus of its commanding officers-- 
thought of me, I did not stop to analyze why. I believe they should know 
why they elected me. I could tell you, however, what kind of person I am 
both from the political and human standpoint. I have always respected 

other people's ideas. Respect for the idea of others is the essence of 
democracy. Democracy is a system which allows people to coexist without 
having to share the same ideas. 


[Question] Have you ever been a competitive person? 

[Answer] Competitive in what respect? 

[Question] In the political sense of the word, within the service. 

[Answer] No, I have never been competitive. 

[Question] Perhaps this is why the commanding officers agreed to elect you. 
In other words, there is no resistance to you; you have no enemies in the 
army. You have never longed for "something more" in the political field, 
right? 

[Answer] Correct, correct. I have never harbored excessive ambition in 
the’ political field. I had my ambitions, yes, but they all related to my 


military career, exclusively to my profession. I performed the military 
duties that were entrusted to me in my military career and I reached the 











rank next to that of commander in chief, that is, major general. I was 
commander of the military institutions, for which I am amply satisfied. 

I am now retired. I could tell you that having a military career is to be 
in permanent competition but within the professional framework. 


[Question] It is not always that way, General Bignone. 


[Answer] I will not deny that there is no political ingredient at the 
highest level. Above all, we cannot ignore that our armed forces have had 
and have a great political presence in the country. Then I would not be 
honest; I would not be giving you a frank answer if I did not tell you that 
at the highest levels there is--there must be, I would say--an ingredient, 
no matter how minute, related to national policy. 


[Question] Would your lack of political ambition be the reason why you are 
unknown to the Argentine people? 


[Answer] Well, do you know how many generals there are? (Smiling). Never- 
theless, there are only three or four that are mentioned. Let's take the 
case of General Bussi whom you mentioned. General Bussi was commander of 
the fifth brigade of Tucuman and he was in charge of the fight against sub- 
version in the hills of that province. Well, he had to take over an emi- 
nently political post such as that of governor of Tucuman. From that post, 
consequently, General Bussi came into political prominence. There are posts 
in the military establishment that are more visible, not because of the 
ambitions of those who hold them, but because of the significance of the 
posts themselves. 


[Question] We were saying that you are a person who finds no resistance 
within the army... 


[Answer] (Smile) Well, it would not be proper for me to say that. But 
I suppose that if I was chosen unanimously, then there must be something 
like that... 


[Question] General Bignone, are you sure that the next government elected 
by the people will represent a stable and definitive democracy on whose 
behalf the military took power in 1976? 


[Answer] I believe that there is a great chance for it to be so. One can 
never be sure, and it would be unrealistic to express such certainty. But 
Il insist that we have a great chance that it will be so. 


[Question] On what basis do you say that? What has been changed since 
March 1976 to allow one to say that in a given month of 1983 or in March 
1984, things will turn out that way? 


[Answer] I would basically say that there has been much suffering. Yes, 
there has been much suffering. And that experience was the equivalent of 




















a lesson. Consequently, there is a widespread desire not to repeat the past. 
It is a question of ability on the part of whoever leads this last period 

of transition--a task which falls on me--to capitalize the suffering in order 
to show the risk of walking down the wrong path. The process has then to 

be conducted down a path that is calm and logical, a path that sets sectorial 
interests aside and considers the nation's interests. 


[Question] But beyond that, General Bignone, what is that expression of 
widespread desire? Will some preventive measures be adopted? I mean, is 
there any thought of establishing some electoral court? 


[Answer] I was just nominated a few days ago, but on the few occasions 
which I have had to express my ideas, I have insistently said that: Il will 
never make promises, I will never give any flat answer about something that 
I am not sure I can deliver. So it will be imprudent of me to tell you that 
there will be an electoral court to judge such a thing. However, I can 

tell you that we will seek capacity in every respect. I have a very clear 
task, a mission to be accomplished witiin a specific period of time. The 
mission is nothing more and nothing less than institutionalizing the country, 
by March 1984 at the latest. I am also aware that many today would like 
that deadline to be brought forward. But I will not put the country up 

for grabs for a month more or less. I will comply with the deadline and 

the mission, nevertheless I repeat: I will not put the country up for grabs 
just to shorten that deadline. 


[Question] Aren't you afraid that the next elections, like the 1973 elections 
will be a pronouncement against the military? 


[Answer] The risk is always there. We have to be realistic and agree that 
in an electoral process and during an electoral period, the struggle for 
power adopts many forms, many weapons. 


[Question] I said that precisely because these 6 years of the process during 
which nothing... 


[Answer] I understand the question, I do. But the weapons which the politi- 
cians will use in that power struggle will be those within their reach, no 
others. If during the remainder of this military period, the main weapon 
permitted by the government is opposition to it, obviously what you said 

will happen. What I will try to do is to make opposition to the government 
politically unprofitable. Because if I am thinking of raising a banner and 
keeping it high, that banner will stand for what is ethical and moral. And 
it is very difficult to oppose ethics and morality. I have this very clearly 
in mind. If I can achieve that through insistent preachings to convince the 
Argentine people, I may make mistakes about other things, I may be wrong 
about economic questions and even political questions, but I believe that Ii 
will not make any mistakes in regard to ethics and morality. I therefore 
insist then that I do not know if opposing the government will be electorally 
profitable. What can I offer as a guarantee? Excuse my lack of modesty: 

I offer my life. 

















[Question] Your life? 


[Answer] My life. Let them review my life and then say whether or not I 
can raise that banner of ethics and morality. I am absolutely sure. Let 
them review it. I have lived long enough; I am 54 years old and I served 
in the army 38 of those years. 


[Question] Do you believe that the short time remaining until March 1984 
will be sufficient to right everything that has not been righted, to clarify 
everything that has not been clarified, to achieve everything that has not 
been achieved? The Argentine people believe that this last stage is impro- 
visational, a desperate way out. How would you respond to them? 


[Answer] I would respond that it is true; that the situation you mentioned 
is not unknown to me. But I'll tell you something: it is not completely 
true, not completely, because, from the beginning, although the National 
Reorganization Process [PRN] did not provide for it, it was concerned... 


[Question] It did not provide for what, General Bignone? 


[Answer] The PRN did not provide for, let us say, orderly progress, in a 
serene and pre-established manner, toward institutionalization. But if no 
provision was made to lead the process to that conclusion in that manner, 
the PRN was at least concerned with that conclusion from the beginning. 

It did not set a timetable, and perhaps, this was a mistake. Objectives 
were outlined but not the timetable. We all trusted that the objectives 
could be attained. Later we realized that would not be the case, that there 
must always be deadlines, always. 


[Question] And today we have the proof: the military period will end in 
March 1984. 


[Answer] Exactly, that is the proof. But I insist that, nevertheless, I 
believe that a great deal has been done. In all these years we have acquired 
much political experience, much experience in political legislation, Gms ood 
do not mean agreements, but knowledge of political leaders, of political 
talks. In short, it is not totally improvisational; there is not all that 
much that I have to improvise from now on, no, because there are many things 
that have already been done. Let me remind you, for instance, that the 
political basis has been established. I want to say that a series of 
exercises has been made--of intentions first--of intentions to be concerned 
that the solution should be a stable democracy. No, my share is not a total 
improvisation. 


[Question]! Do you believe that a stable democracy can only be built with 
democrats? 


[Answer] Democracy has room for everybody, at least as long as democratic 
methods are used. 

















(Question] For instance, according to you, emerging from popular elections... 


[Answer] No, no. By saying "as long as democratic methods are used,” I 
mean that everybody should be limited to expressing his own opinion, without 
trying to impose it on others by other than democratic means. Specifically, 
I will not consider democratic the subversion that was rampant in the 
country. That subversion employed methods that were not really democratic. 
We fought that subversion and defeated it. Furthermore, democracy admits 
all ideas and opinions that are peacefully expressed. 


[Question] General Bignone, many people maintain that the 13 politicians 
that met with you may not at present represent a majority of the people, 
because during the 6 years and 3 months that there has been a ban on politics 
there might have been a change in the political spectrum. What is your 
opinion? 


[Answer] In principle I would tell you that I include myself among those 
who think that those politicians do not represent all the currents of 
political thought. Furthermore, I told them so. When the meeting began 

I told them that a basic consideration had been taken into account in 
extending the invitations so as to prevent any suspicion of favoritism, 
friendships or whatever. I told them that the basic consideration was to 
invite political parties recognized at the national level, but that it did 
not mean that I believed that they represented the only political forces 
in the country. That clarification was intended both for those who were 
invited and for those who were not invited. I want everybody to know that 
I think that there are many other political forces in the country which 
were not represented at that meeting. 


[Question] Will measures be taken so that the inept--or at least the 
obviously inept--will not be given the maximum responsibility over the 
country? Or are you in favor of running that risk first, and later having 
the chance to make corrections via the ballot box? 


[Answer] It is difficult to give a definite answer to this question. To 
give a definite answer, I would have to say that a solid democracy creates 
its own defenses; a solid democracy, I must stress. At this time we are 
obviously heading toward the reestablishment of democracy. Logically, we 
cannot hope to establish a solid democracy right from the beginning. 


[Question] Do you mean to say that this attempt might not be successful the 
first time? 


[Answer] Exactly. Nevertheless, I believe that the best way to guarantee 
success is to walk together toward that solid democracy. I believe that 


everybody wants it. Since everybody wants it, let no one endanger it. 


[Question] How could it be endangered? 














[Answer] It could be endangered, for instance, by coming up with a solution 
which appeared democratic, simply because it came through the popular vote 
although we all might be convinced that it is not the real solution. 


[Question] Nevertheless, we might run that risk the first time... 


[Answer] One always runs that risk. But we would have a means to make the 
correction, a means which we must never set aside: the ballot. 


[Question] Would you shorten the presidential term from 6 to 4 years? 


fAnswer] I have my own opinion on that. But it is nothing more and nothing 
less than the opinion of the nation's president. 


Consequently, my answer might be compromising, and I would rather not give 
an answer. I believe that the term might run for 6 or 4 years; either way 
has advantages and disadvantages. I already have an opinion on this but 
this topic must be analyzed more carefully. 


[Question] Do you believe that after our past experience, the cycles of a 
civilian government followed by a military government would be repeated? 


[Answer] Bringing that cycle to an end was and is the great aspiration of 
the PRN. Moreover, I believe that the idea that the errors of democracy 
can be corrected with democracy is now much stronger among the citizenry 
than it was in 1976, for instance. This is not my case, however, because 

I was convinced in 1976, just as I am now, that the errors of democracy can 
be corrected with democracy. By intuition, I can tell you that more people 
are convinced of that truth now. And this is why I believe that it will 
not be easy for the inept to gain power. Of course, an inept person may 
always come up; it is inevitable. But we have suffered so much and we 

have matured enough. I believe that people will give a little more thought 
to how they vote. 


[Question] General Bignone, is any government that results from elections 
always better than a military government? 


[Answer] No, not necessarily. Please note that you are saying "any govern- 
ment that results from elections." No, obviously not. "Any" has a general 
meaning. That democracy should always permit the emergence of the best 
government is one of democracy's fundamental premises. So now I can tell 

you that the best government that results from elections is better than a 
military government. 


[Question] Answering an observation made by Contin that, under the PRN the 
presidential terms are getting shorter all the time, you said in good humor: 
"And there are even some who have said that I won't be inaugurated on l 
July." Many believe that, General Bignone. Don't you believe that they 
had some basis for that suspicion? Didn't the misunderstandings among the 
armed forces give grounds for this final stage of the PRN not to be taken 
seriously? 


10 














[Answer] Look, this is Sunday night [27 June]. I believe that by the time 
your interview is published on Wednesday night the problem will have been 
solved. I have well-founded reasons to say so. But let's suppose that you 
publish this interview tonight, then I would think I was not just kidding 
when I said that to Contin. I said it seriously because that was what I 
intuited about the people's feelings. Nevertheless, we have to understand 
that the sufferings related to this struggle against colonialism in the 
Malvinas fell on the armed forces, along with the whole country, of course. 


[Question] The suffering of the defeat at Puerto Argentino we should say, 
because the three services were united during the struggle against coloni- 
alism... 


[Answer] We were all united; that's right, you are right. In addition the 
country's expectation regarding the name of the new president did per- 
mit....in short, it had to be decided which damage was the lesser; whether 
to continue discussing the question to come up with a better solution, con- 
sequently allowing a greater deterioration during that time, or to seek 
this solution. I maintain that this solution, found in a shorter period, 
was better because I would say that the country could not have tolerated 
for another hour the strain caused by not knowing the name of the new 
president. And from that point on, once the name of the new president 
became known, we could continue the work of repairing all the structure 

so as to give a feeling of strength. 


[Question] Are you saying that by the time this magazine is on the street 
that feeling of strength, which now does not exist, will exist already? 


[Answer] I have well-founded hopes that will be the case. 
[Question] At any rate, a bad example was already given. Right? 


[Answer] Yes, I am not saying that it wasn't. I could not deny it. But 
neither can I deny that I personally found the three commanders in chief 

to be most favorably disposed toward me. From the first moment I approached 
them, the three--obviously the commander in chief of the army who named me 
goes without saying--were very well disposed toward me. 


[Question] Regardless of that good disposition, two of those commanders 
withdrew from the political management of the PRN... 


[Answer] Yes, that's correct, they withdrew. And it's true that this 
withdrawal is not the best way to strengthen the process. 


[Question] What attitude will the transition government you will head take 


regarding the Malvinas case? More specifically, will there be a cessation 
of hostilities? 


11 











[Answer] The problem of a cessation of hostilities is one which the military 
junta has reserved for itself. It is not up to me to answer this question. 


[Question] What will your attitude be regarding our future relations with 
the United States and Great Britain? 


[Answer] I do not foresee the possibility of resuming relations with Great 
Britain. I have already said that normal relations with the United States 
will be maintained; they will be adjusted to the circumstances. 


[Question] What will those "normal relations, adjusted to the circumstances" 
be like? 


[Answer] This means that if the United States shows a disposition toward 
Argentina different from its previous one, future relations will be 
"adjusted" to any new disposition which the United States may show. On 

the other hand, if the U.S. disposition continues to be the same as before, 
Argentina's attitude will just be colder. 


[Question] And what [the United States] has done, has it no cost? 


[Answer] What has been done has a cost. The cost will be adjusted to the 
circumstances. I cannot speak of close relations with the United States at 
this time. I can only speak of normal relations. We have not broken rela- 
tions with the United States. This is what I said to the politicians: on 
questions of international policy, I believe. that we must weigh words very 
carefully because on international questions, one is not speaking personally, 
risking his own words, which will be of no importance, one is committing 

the country. So I will carefully measure my words, will say no more than 
"normal relations, adjusted to the circumstances." 


[Question] But couldn't that be interpreted as "nothing has happened here"'? 


[Answer] Not at all, that is not the correct interpretation. Moreover, 
things have happened, and over there also. You can see that the secretary 
of state is gone. 


[Question] But the secretary of state's departure has nothing to do with 
the Malvinas case... 


[Answer] Whichever way you want it. But something did happen, something 
significant. Everything has a price. 


[Question] When you chose your cabinet, to what special qualifications of 
its members did you pay the most attention? 


[Answer] In the first place I paid attention to their personal adherance 


to the banner of ethics and morality I intend to raise, as well as to the 
spiritual values. This is fundamental to the cabinet's credibility. 
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[Question] In the particular case of the foreign relations, interior and 
economy portfolios, why did you choose those men? 


[Answer] I chose Aguirre Lanari because of his well-known qualifications 
above all. But I also believe that the fact that Aguirre Lanari is our 
foreign minister is an indication to Latin America, without need for further 
explanation, that we continue our effort with the company as weil as with 

the support and solidarity Latin America showed to us during the special 
problem of the Malvinas. For the Interior Ministry I chose the most senior 
of the major generals thus signifying that the game will be clean and that 
there will be no partiality. As for Domingo Dagnino Pastore, I chose him 
because of his capacity to reverse the situation in which we found ourselves. 
I would say that Pastore is a man who thinks in practical terms, an economist 
without attachment to doctrines, a man who will adopt the measures most 
appropriate for solving each problem. Of course, priority number one is 

the economy which is closely related to the social problem. This is to say 
that we have to reactivate the economy not only because of what that reactiva- 
tion itself means but because of its repercussions on the social question, 
particularly unemployment. If I believe that low salaries cause anxiety, 

I know that not having a job, a salary, causes despair. 


[Question] Was it difficult for you to put your cabinet together? 


[Answer] If I told you it was easy, I would be lying. But neither was it 
very difficult. The main problem was the short time I had to make the 
decisions. However, within that short time I had, I would say that it all 
turned out to be easier than I had thought. 


[Question] General Bignone, who are you? What kind of person are you? 
For instance, what things have you always believed in? 


[Answer] Well, I am a man who believes in God and who believes that life 
has a transcendental value. I do not believe in worldly happiness because 
[ am a man of faith. In other words, I am a man who believes that worldly 
happiness lies in all that is supported by spiritual values. I could not 
describe myself as a great reader, but I do have a book I keep at my bed- 
side. Do you know what it is? "The 5 Minutes of God" by Alfonso Milagro. 
It is easy to read because it contains a thought for every day of the year. 
I read a page every day. As for my family, I have my wife, Nilda Raquel 
Belen, two daughters and a son. My oldest daughter Raquel is married and 
has two sons. My other daughter, Mabel Beatriz, married last March. My 
youngest child is Juan Carlos, 22, a student. 


[Question] Sports? Hobbies? 


[Answer] The only sport I practice and the one I like best, and I was 
practicing it more often in the indoor swimming pool of the military circle 
since Iwent into retirement is swimming. I am not much of a soccer player 
but I am fond of car racing, Formula 1 in particular. I am a fan of racecar 
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driver Reutemann. Of course I am a supporter of the Independiente Soccer 
Club, but I do not go to the games very often. 


[Question] General Bignone, you know that the country is confused, dis- 
appointed, hurt and also frightened, don't you? 


[Answer] Yes, I do know. 
[Question] And what would you tell the country? 


[Answer] I would tell it what I think of telling it when I take office on 
1 July. Excuse me for not revealing to you what I will say then. 


[Question] General Bignone, why do we have to believe in you? 


[Answer] This is a good question but it is very difficult to answer, very 
difficult. I hope to be believed first because I will not make no promise 
that I know I will not be able to keep. I hope to be believed simply 
because I have always been like this. I have always been like this...I 
know that I cannot hope, that I cannot be so arrogant as to hope that 27 
million Argentines would know me and know that I have always been like 
this. If the 27 million knew me already I could be arrogant, but I am 
not. I do have the intention and the desire to prove it; and to prove it 
through the everyday example, through the coherence of my actions during 
the period of time that I will head this transition government. I can 
assure you that I would like to be remembered in the future as the man 
who was able to lead the country through a brief period toward a stable 
democracy. 


[Question] Have you at any time been active in politics? 

[Answer] No, never. 

[Question] Would you be willing to say for whom you voted last time? 
[Answer] (Smile) No, no. I think that a president of a nation who did 
not come to power through elections, ag is my case, but who is charged with 


leading the country to elections, cannot tell for whom he voted. Impar- 
tiality is the key word in a case like this. 


CSO: 3010/1836 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


ELECTION RESULTS DETAILED; WINNERS OUTLINE PLANS 

Hanna Remarks 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 11 Jun 82 pp 1, 10 
[Article by Jeff Munroe] 


[Text] Deputy Prime Minister A D Hanna, fresh from a landslide victory in 

his Ann's Town constituency over FNM Jefferson Scavella, said this morning 
that the new Government will embark on a new and vigorous policy of development 
of the country. 


Mr Hanna made those comments during a brief interview with The Tribune, on 

the Soldier Road campus of the College of the Bahamas, where he had been since 
early morning overseeing the vote recount of "the very close race" in Holy 
Cross. 


The votes for the Holy Cross constituency, where Charles Carter, PLP, narrowly 
defeated Cedric Parker, FNM, were still being recounted up to 1 pm today. 


In the other tight race in Fox Hill, Fred Ramsey FNM gained one vote in the 
recount but still lost by six votes to PLP Frank Edgecombe. 


The Progressive Liberal Party unofficially won 32 seats in yesterday's general 
election while the Free National Movement took 1l. 


The Deputy Prime Minister said he was not at all surprised with the margin 
of victory by his Progressive Liberal Party. He said he has always felt that 
the majority of the voters were in support of the PLP's performance over the 
years. 


"T don't think that voters see the FNM as a viable alternative to the PLP," 
Hanna said. 


The greatest surprise in the election, according to Mr Hanna, was the defeat 
of PLP Carmichael's candidate and Attorney General, Mr Paul Adderley, by FNM 
Frank Watson. 














"I am surprised and disappointed that Paul lost," Mr Hanna said. "He was one 
of our most capable Ministers," he added. 


Despite the disappointing defeat of PLP candidates in areas such as Blue Hill, 
Yamacraw, Delaporte and the Grand Bahama area, Mr Hanna says he is confident 
that the PLP government will still be able to push toward their policy goals 
with little interruption. 


"T can't see how the opposition will deter us from pursuing our course," Mr 
Hanna said. 


He said that although capable men were elcted to the opposition they won't 
be effective because they don't have a plan. "Mind you they could yet develop 
a plan,” Mr Hanna said. | 


"We have a clear mandate and will govern dynamically, and deliberately," the 
Deputy Leader said. 


He said that the government will pursue those policies that were discussed 
during the campaign--policies which he called "new and vigorous development 
of the country.” 


He said they will concentrate on those matters to do with the basic needs 
of the Bahamian people. Special emphasis, he said, will be placed upon educa- 
tion and economic development. 


"If people who voted for the FNM in this election knew our plan we would have 
won by an even wider margin," Mr Hanna said. 


The Deputy Leader is yet to congratulate the Leader of the PLP, Prime Minister 
Pindling who learned of his party's big victory in his constituency of Kemp's 
Bay, Andros where he comfortably defeated his FNM opponent Christopher Stuart. 


Yesterday afternoon when the Prime MInister flew in from Andros to vote in 
Delaporte, he predicted that the PLP would win 35 seats. 


Mr Pindling said that the differeance between this election and the election 
in '72 was that in '72 people were in fear of bodily injury even being killed; 
however this year, he said, there was only the matter of character assassina- 
tion on the part of FNM's. And according to the Prime Minister, these charac- 
ter assassinations caused his supporters to get mad and turnout in force 

to vote. 


Pindling Views 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 12 Jun 82 p l 
[Text] PRIME MINISTER Lynden Pindling vowed Friday he sould start a campaign 


immediately to eliminate the Free National Movement as a political force by 
the 1987 election. 
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The 52~year-old Prime Minister, dressed in a blue terrycloth jogging suit 
and lounging by a hotel pool in his Kemp's Bay constituency, said he was going 
to abandon the middle class, the professional and senior civil servants. 


He said the senior civil servants are uncomfortable with him, because he reminds 
them too much of where they came from. The civil servants did not like to 

take instructions from politicians who might be less lettered than they. As 

a result, he said, he was going to change all of that. He was now going to 
stick with the little man, who had supported his party. 


He said his government has to pay more attention to the needs of the lower 
middle class and "working people." 


He was disappointed that Minister of External Affairs and Attorney General 
Paul Adderley had lost his seat, and that his Progressive Liberal Party got 
only one of the four seats in Grand Bahama. 


Mr Pindling said he noticed the PLP had won in those areas in Grand Bahama 
that had small settlements outside Freeport--the West End constituency and 
that part of the High Rock constituency that is located outside Freeport-- 
from Smith Point going east. But people in Freeport itself had not supported 
the PLP, he said. He promised to deal with that. 


He had high praise for Peter Bethel who defeated incumbent Norman Solomon 

by 10 votes in the St John's constituency. He said his party had now smashed 
the St John's constituency. St John's has traditionally been an opposition 
stronghold. 


Two years ago, he said, he took a positive decision to go after St John's. 

But at that time his party did not have a candidate to put into the area. 

Then, he said, young Peter Bethel appeared on the scene. Bethel, he continued, 
had all the right qualities and was very personable. The people of Spanish 
Wells took him into their homes and hearts. Spanish Wells is “now ours," 

said Mr Pindling. His party had also broken through the barrier in Marsh 
Harbour. This constituency, originally settled by the Loyalists, was also 
traditionally opposition territory. Many of its people wanted to secede 

from the Bahamas and remain a British colony when Mr Pindling decided to take 
the Bahamas into independence. 


Asked by a ZNS TV-13 interviewer whether he thought the Opposition, with only 
1l seats in the House, could provide a strong, aggressive team, Mr Pindling 
said it was going to be very interesting. 


He claimed that FNM Leader Kendai Issacs (Delaporte Deputy Leader Orville 
Turnquest (Montagu), Pierre Dupuch (Shirlea) and Jimmy Knowles (Clarence 
Town) are front men for the non-existent United Bahamian Party. 


FNM chairman Cecil Wallace Whitfield (Pine Ridge), Arthur Foulkes (Blue Hills) 
and Maurice Moore (High Rock)would not go along with all that would be es- 
poused by the Isaacs' group, he predicted. 
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Mr Pindling said it would be very interesting and he would stand by and watch 
to see what happened. 


He would start his 1987 campaign Friday, he said. 


Associated Press said that in an juterview Friday Mr Pindling indicated he 
would not forget the rancorous campaign waged by the first party to effective- 
ly challenge his PLP nationwide since 1967. 


Mr Pindling accused his opponents of "stopping at nothing and playing the 
dirtiest tricks." 


Although 16 days before the election he told the 47th session of the Bahamas 
National Baptist convention that when the election was over a "healing salve 
will be needed," he vowed he would start a campaign immediately to eliminate 
the FNM as a political force. 


At that time he also "reverently" suggested to the Baptists that "when it 
is all over" they should "lead the way in organizing a national day of prayer 
for the guidance and healing of the nation." 


"T regret the dirty character assassination that was launched early by the 
FNM," Associated Press quoted Mr Pindling as saying. 


"Tl then made a decision myself that the only way to tackle this was to tackle 
it head-on. So I took off my gloves and went in bare-knuckled," he said. 


Yesterday the FNM announced that they might contest the results of at least 
three constituencies in an election court. They will ask the court to inves- 
tigate the transfer of voters to various constituencies after the register 
closed March 31. 


"we will have a close look at those constituencies where the margin was very 
close and see whether those transfers made a difference," Mr Isaacs said yes- 
terday. . 


Mr Turnquest said today that the FNM was "yery heartened by the fact that 
New Providence in particular got almost half of the popular vote." 


Vanguard Reaction 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 12 Jun 82 p 1 


[Text ]THE LEADER of the Vanguard Socialist Party, which contested 18 seats 
in this election and won 168 votes, said this morning that the "future is 
open for the Vanguard Party,’ while there is "no future for the FNM." 


Dr John McCartney, who contested the St Michaels constituency and ran against 
PLP George Mackey, the PLP candidate who polled 1080 votes, and FNM George 
Wilson, who got 627 votes, said it is "frightening" to see that the PLP govern- 
ment, which has been in power -for 15 years "with such a reputation" was able 

to win the election with such a landslide victory. 
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Dr McCartney who got only 20 votes, said that although the Vanguard Party 
received only a handful of votes, he does not "look at the future of the Van- 
guard by the outcome of the election." 


‘The future is open to the Vanguard Party," he said. "The Vanguard Party 

is well known and it is recognized by the people as a principal party. But," 
he continued, "the election was not against a socialist party and the PLP, 

it was against the FNM, the Vanguard and the PLP, but obviously at this time 
the people still support the Pindling government," Dr McCartney said. 


Although Dr McCartney admitted the election was very close, "because here 
and there 50 votes could have made the difference," he said he does not think 
the FNM party has a future. 


"T don't see a future for the FNM government. This was the election that 
they had to take. You can't build a future against the PLP with men like 
Kendal Isaacs, who is too old. Whitfield who has been around so long and 
Orville Turnquest and Arthur Foulkes," he said. 


"But," he said, "I see a future fo the Vanguard Party, because we are a young 
party with young people." 


Asked if he thought the FNM had the majority of the upper and middle class 
votes, leaving the majority grassroot votes for the PLP, Dr McCartney said,"You 
can't say that the FNM has the upper and middle class votes because look at 
areas like St John's and Marsh Harbour and even in Freeport the PLP won one 
seat and nearly won all the others. I would say that it was a widespread 
vote. To say that there was a rejection of the PLP by the upper class votes 
would be false," he said. 


Dr Mc Cartney also said that another factor that may have contributed to the 
lose of the FNM was that during the election campaign there was no discussion 
of the issues by either party. 


"The whole election had the atmosphere of a carnival," he said. One party 
would have a rally here while another would hold a parade there, with no-one 
dealing with the issues. But you must realize that you can't out-carnival 
the PLP. 


Dr McCartney admitted that the outcome of the elections did not come as a 
surprise to him. 


"I expected the outcome. I was not surprised," he said. "We were never taken 
in by the prediction sof the opposition. What we have to do now is look at 
who won and not at who lost. We have to fight to prevent Pindling from doing 
all he can to turn this thing into another goombay summer," he said. 

















Further Pindling Remarks 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 14 Jun 82 pp 1, 10 
[Article by Jeff Munroe] 


[Text] In an address that was packed with emotion and biblical references, 
Prime Minister Lynden Pindling told a throng of jubilant Progressive Liberal 
Party supporters that his government intends to "stick close to the grass 
roots." 


The Chief Executive's comments were made on Saturday afternoon at the site 
of the University of Wulff Road, Windsor Park, where the PLP's turbulent drive 
toward re-election on June 10, began back in April. 


He said his party's strength had always been drawn from the ordinary people-- 
the grass roots. And in order for the PLP to succeed, the said, "we have 
to stick close to the grass roots." 


The Prime Minister steered clear of other remarks made in an interview with 
ZNS TV-13 on Friday in Kemps Bay, Andros--his constituency. 


Apart from making it known on Friday that he was going to stick with the little 
man who supported his party, he also said he would abandon the middle class, 
the professional and senior civil servants, while at the same time he would 
start an immediate campaign to eliminate the Free National Movement as a 
political force by the 1987 election. 


Saturday's speech followed a huge motorcade from the Nassau International 
Airport, throughout New Providence, as the Prime Minister returned from Kemp's 
Bay and set foot in the capital for the first time since his party's impressive 
election day victory. 


He likened the recent political campaign "to long a march over a dangerous 
desert." 


The Prime Minister, who according to some political observers seemed to be 
"cracking-up" toward the end of the campaign, said, "Crossing the last few 
miles of the desert was a dangerous experience. The ground beneath us was 
filled with mines and booby traps. 


"The mines we could see, so we were able to work our way through them although 
at times we had to crawl on our hands and feet." 


He said that the most harassing experience was staying clear of booby traps 
and plunder and character assassination, "which threatened to blow us apart 


with every false step." 


He said that it was only through the divine guidance of God that they were 
able to escape the many traps and pitfalls that were laid in their way. 
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Mr Pindling said that although as leader of the march he was fit both physical- 
ly and mentally, during the final days of the campaign he needed some extra 
strength. 


"Tt was at that point I remembered the words of a sonnet," he said. "God 
is for us a refuge and a fortress. God can be a mighty help in trouble," 
he said. 


"Therefore, we do not fear though we enter this place though the mountains 
reel in the midst of the sea. Though flood waters rool and foam, she shall 
not falter. At morning's dawn forever, God shall help us." 


He said that he madehis first step into 'The New Frontier’ at 6 pm June 10, 
and waited for the thousands that joined him. 


He said he was saddened for those who did not make it, past supporters of 
the PLP who shifted over to the FNM during the campaign. 


The PLP leader said he was joyful however that "he who sought to make a liar 
out of god, Father (Addison) Turnquest, was vanquished" and that ali of the 
sissy gang were destroyed (FNM). 


"Here we are once again at the University of Wulff Road where the march began," 
he said. "We now know that you voted for us." | 


"From the bottom of my heart I thank you," he said to loud applause, blowing 
of whistles and banging of drums. 


Mr Pindling on August 10 begins his fifth term as Prime Minister of the Bahamas 
and becomes one of the western hemisphere's oldest serving chief executives. 


Isaacs Press Conference 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Jun 8? p p 
[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Text ] PRIME MINISTER Lynden Pindling's threat that he will wipe out the Free 
National Movement by 1987 "is typical of his dictatorial tendencies and a 
dangerous miscalculation" of the strength and resolve of the opposition party 
in Parliament and in the country, FNM leader Kendal Isaacs said today. 


Addressing a press conference, Mr Issacs said the FNM were "quite astonished" 
when Mr Pindling, the day after his election victory, in a press interview, 
spoke so bitterly and issued so many threats to so many people. 


"We expected him to be disturbed about the fact that some of those for whom 
he has a special dislike or fear were elected and because of the concern he 
must feel about the narrow margins by which his party won in some districts," 
Mr Isaacs said. : 
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"Then it dawned on us that what might have made him so peevish was the fact 
that the FNM number in the House of Assembly prevents him from tampering with 
the specially entrenched provisions of the Constituion such as Fundamental | 
Rights and Freedoms, and Citizenship and the establishment of Parliament," 
hes aid. 


The FNM's eleven who have been elected to the House of Assembly, he said, 
narrowly, but effectively prevents the Prime Minister and his Government from 
changing the Constitution to suit any ambitions they might have to establish 
a dictatorship in the Bahams, Mr Isaacs said. 


"Mr Pindling's threat that he will wipe out the FNM by 1987 is typical of 

his dictatorial tendencies and a dangerous miscalculation of the strength 

and resolve of the FNM in Parliament and in the country," he said. "Of course, 
he is disappointed that he could not get 43 seats and he is fully aware that 
FNM support in the country is not accurately reflected in the eleven seats 

we have so far won." 


Despite Mr Pindling's threat, Mr Isaacs said the FNM will be right there on 
the battlefield to oppose resolutely any attempts by him to diminish the rights 
of people and to remind him of his many election promises. 


"The unsettled state of the Opposition in Parliament over most of the last 
decade was fully exploited by Mr Pindling," Mr Isaacs said. "But now that 
condion has come to an end and there is a single, highly qualified and talented 
Opposition in the House." 


Also, in the same post-election interview Mr Pindling "made some statements 
which could only serve to bring about dangerous divisions and instigate sinister 
animosities in the nation," Mr Isaacs said. 


According to reports of the interview, Mr Pindling said that he was going 

to abandon the middle class, the professionals and senior civil servants and 
he also threatened to deal with the people of Freeport who did not support 
him. 


"This does not sound like the pronouncements of a sane and sober national 
leader,"' Mr Isaacs said. "It sounds more like the ravings of a power-mad 
dictator. 1 believe that well-thinking Bahamians throughout the nation will 
joint my colleagues and me in unreserved condemnation of Mr Pindling for these 
shocking threats. . 


"The FNM believes that it is devilishly wrong to try to sow the seeds of divison 
and hatred among the Bahamian people and we will certainly resist all efforts 
by Mr Pindling and his Government to put these threats into effect." 


The country, Mr Isaacs said, cannot carry on without its huge middle class, 


nor can Mr Pindling deal with the people of Freeport without doing further 
damage to that city and consequently to the whole country. 
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In terms of class, the Bahamas is perhaps the most mobile society in the world, 
Mr Isaacs said. Leaving aside racism and the pretensions of a few Bahamian 
families, Mr Isaacs said, there are hardly any social barriers in the Bahamas. 


The vast majority of those who can be considered middle class, he said, are 
the sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, and cousins of those who are 
in the lower economic bracket and whose ambition it is to be in a higher 
economic bracket. 


The overwhelming majority of professionals--doctors, lawyers, engineeers, 
architects, accountants, bankers, etctera--can find their immediate roots 
right there in the lower economic strata, Mr Isaacs said. 


"Tf Mr Pindling should try to persecute the middle class and the professionals 
he will be doing a great disservice to the nation and especially to those 

very people with whome he claims new-born affinity and whom he has neglected 
during his 15 years in power. 


"It seems to us that the nation which Mr Pindling said prior to the elections 
was sick and bleeding and in need of a healing salve is now to be set upon 

by Mr Pindling and his Government throwing salt into old wounds and opening 
new ones," Mr Isaacs said. 


Added chairman Cecil Wallace Whitfield, Mr Pindling himself was aware that 

the people did not vote for the PLP "and the people stated by their votes that 
it is time for a change. The people werecheated out of the results of effect- 
ing that change at this time. 


"Grand Bahama is FNM country and Mr Pindling, if he attempts any foolishness 
in Grand Bahama would find that he has three Doberman Pinchers to deal with 
on the floor of the House. We will not tolerate him carrying out any threats 
against the people in Grand Bahama. 


"Lynden Pindling can't use and abuse the office of Prime Minister in this 
country to go around telling people what to do and to go around threatening 
people because they would not vote for his party. 


"Don't fool with our people because we, all eleven, are going to stand up 
like a piece of steel to defend them." 


High Rock MP Maurice Moore on a number of occasions in the last House asked 
that Grand Bahama be given local government. Even Pine Ridge PLP candidate 
Jeff Thompson campaigned on local government. Mr Whitfield was asked what 
are the chances of that promise being fulfilled. 


"We will be asking for local government on August 10," Mr Whitfield said. 

"What we are doing is looking at the needs of our country and say that these 
are the things that need to be done. There is a need for local government 

in Grand Bahama and other islands. It is a need for the benefit of the people, 
not for the FNM on the PLP." 
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Charges of ‘Cheating’ 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Jun @&2 pp 1, 10 


[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Text ] 


THE OFFICIAL opposition 
Free National Movement has 
confirmed ‘without a shadow 
of doubt” that in addition to 
intimidation, the Progressive 
Liberal Party “engaged in all 
kinds of election 
irregularities,” a press 
conference was told today. 

FNM leader Kendal G L 
Isaacs said the FNM — who 
won 11 of the 43 seats in the 
June 10 election — will very 
likely be presenting several 
petitions to the Elections 
Court “and we are also 
considering taking other 
actions to the courts as well.” 

Mr Isaacs said the Elections 
Court will be asked to 
investigate the returns in Fox 
Hill, Holy Cross, South Beach 
and __ possibly Governor’s 
Harbour, all of which the FNM 
lost by a very close margin. — 

FNM chairman Cecil Wallace 
Whitfield said he was 
convinced that ‘‘a tremendous 
amount of cheating went on in 
the elections.”” It was the 
experience of FNM workers 
that retuming officers were 


hand-picked PLP generals. 


“These types of irregularities 
must be looked into,” Mr. 
Whitfield said. ‘“‘We know there 
were a number of persons who 
voted several times in several 
constituencies.” 

The transfer of voters after 
the register closed on March 
31, Mr Isaacs contended, was 
illegal, and that, without any 
doubt, affected the results of 
the election in Fox Hill, Holy 
Cross and South Beach. 

In Fox Hill, the FNM’s Fred 
Ramsey lost to the PLP’s 
Frank Edgecombe by six votes 
1079-1073. In Holy Cross, the 
FNM’s Cedric Parker lost to 
the PLP’s Charlés Carter by 
nine votes, 1252-1243. In 
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‘South Beach, the FNM’s 
Addison Turnquest lost to the 
PLP’s Bobby Glinton by 145 
votes, 1251-1106. 

The provision relating to the 
closing of the register as of a 
particular date, Mr _ Isaacs 
explained, came into. force in 
1962 just prior to the 1962 
general elections. 

“Up to 1977, those 
provisions wete interpreted, 
and I say correctly interpreted, 
to mean that when the register 
closes, there could be no more 
registration, no more 
challenges to the register and 
there could be no more 
transfers of registration from 
one constituency to the 
other,” Mr Isaacs said. “‘We 
know that is the correct 
interpretation of the relevant 
law. The Parliamentary 
Registrar ‘in allowing transfers 
from one constituency to the 
other right up to election day,, 
we say is illegal and should! 
never have taken place. 

“Also, while they (PLP) 
falsely accuse us (FNM) of 
character assassination, they 
have been guilty of the worst, 
kind of character 
assassination in the history of 
Bahamian politics. As soon a 
our investigations are 
completed we will take action) 
wherever feasible. | 

“The election has not| 
changed the PLP. They are still 
the same. We feel certain that 
their administration wil 
continue to be as arrogant 
incompetent and as spiteful 
ever. It is not beyond the realm 
of possibility that they will fall, 
under their own weight before 
their five-year term in office is 
completed. We will, of course, 
be seeking to assist them in 
that direction,” said Mr Isaacs. 














Analysis of Polling 
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[Text ] THE 1981 JUNE 10 GENERAL ELECTION was.historic 
for a number of reasons. 

The election saw the largest number of Members of 
Parliament returned to the House of Assembly - 43. (The 
former House had 38 members). , 

The election saw the greatest number of Bahamians go to 
the polls in history — 75,604 voters out of a registered number 
of 84,158 (or 89.83 per cent). 

The election also saw the first female elected to the 
Bahamas Parliament in its 255-year history of Parliamentary 
democracy in these islands. A 42-year-old lawyer, women's 
activist and mother of four, Janet Bostwick, will take her seat 
in Parliament on August 10 and write a new chapter into 
Bahamian parliamentary history as the first woman MP — and 
an Opposition one at that. 

The election also plainly shows that over a third of the seats 
in the 43-member Assembly are now marginal, with eight 
being on the Progressive Liberal Party side and seven on the 
Free National Movement side. 

On the official election returns released by the 
Parliamentary Registration Department yesterday after the 
official recounts 15 seats in the House of Assembly now are 
only held by a margin of under 150 votes — which means that 
a swing of only half that number of votes in those 
constituencies in any future election could turn the tables. 

And while Prime Minister Lynden Oscar Pindling, 52, 
claimed a big landslide victory the proportion of votes 
mustered by the official Opposition FNM (31,092) against the 
PLP’s 42,995 — or 41.12 per cent as against 56.86 per cent for 
the PLP — is not reflected in the eleven seats won by the FNM. 

Looking at the seats won by the Progressive Liberal Party — 
they won 32 all told — they won three of them by ten votes or 
under. They scraped home in Fox Hill by a mere six votes — 
Frank Edgecombe beating out Fred Ramsey; by a mere nine 
votes in the new constituency of Holy Cross where newcomer 
Charies Carter won out over another newcomer Cedric Parker. 
And in probably the biggest upset of the election in St John’s 
former Opposition leader of the Social Democratic Party, 
Norman Solomon, lost out to PLP newcomer Peter Bethel by 
just 10 votes. Solomon ran as an Independent and ‘the-PNM 
did not contest the seat. 

A total of 25 votes decided those three seats in favour of 
the PLP. 

The new constituency of Bimini and the Berry Islands was 
won by PLP newcomer George Weech over Jeffrey Davis 
(FNM) by just 66 votes. 

And in four other seats the PLP gained victory by a margin 
of under 150 votes. Those districts were: Marsh Harbour 
where Edison Key beat Ross Thompson Jr, by a margin of 103 
votes; North Long Island where Philip Smith beat Independent 
candidate Winston Albury, a millionaire businessman, by a 
margin of 145: in Bamboo Town where Leander Minnis beat 
Tennyson Wells by a margin of 129 votes and in South Beach 
where Bobby Glinton beat Fr Eddison Turnquest by a margin 
of 145 votes. , , 

In those five seats only 588 votes separated the two parties. 

In total those eight seats were won by the PLP by just 613 
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votes. 

And on the other hand the FNM similarly captured seven 
seats by a margin of just 614 votes. 

FNM captured Carmichael - defeating the only 
Government Minister to lose his seat, Mr Paul Adderiey, 
former External Affairs Minister and Attorney-General, who 
lost out to FNM newcomer Frank Watson by a mere 21 votes. 

The FNM also captured Inagua by 46 votes — Vernon 
Symonette beating out Joseph Ford, chairman of the Bahamas 
Broadcasting Corporation. Mrs Janet Bostwick won Yamacraw 
over Otis Brown by 89 votes; High Rock (hsurice Moore) by 
100 votes over PLP Russell Franks; Blue Hills (Arthur 
Foulkes) winning over PLP Willamee Bridgewater by 109 
votes; and Marco City (Cornelius Smith) beating out 
Wellington Stuart by 132 votes. 

FNM leader Kendal Isaacs won his seat in Delaporte over 
PLP incumbent — and the richest member in the House of 
Assembly, Philip Pinder — by just 119 votes. 

And if one wants to take this to its final analysis — the FNM 
needed only 11 moré seats to have unseated the PLP 
government. 

If one looks at the constituencies of Fox Hill, St John’s, 
Holy Cross, Bimini, Bamboo Town, Marsh Harbour, Nichols 
Town, South Beach, St Agnes, Salem and Rock Sound — the 
FNM were only beaten in those districts by a total of 1,347 
votes. And with a further 600 votes they could have won a 
comfortable margin of 24 seats. 

If one looks carefully at the figures in all these 15-20 
marginal seats throughout the Bahamas it is clear to see that 
Mr Pindling’s government does not have that much of a 
popular vote margin and it could be that if the Opposition 
FNM launches a consistent and strong opposition to the 
government throughout the next five years and continues to 
win supporters away from a spiteful or vindictive government 
then the Bahamas might well see a change of Government in. 
the 1987 general elections. 

Another fact that comes across clearly in looking at the '82 
election returns is that the electorate had no truck with other 
parties entering the race, although the two important 
exceptions were in St John’s where the powerful political 
figure of former SDP leader Norman Solomon ran as an 
Independent and also in North Long Island where Winston 
Albury ran as an Independent also and gave a good account of 
himself in a three-way fight, nearly causing the FNM candidate 
Ellison Minnis to lose his deposit. 

All the 18 Vanguard Socialist Party candidates lost their 
deposits — including their leader Dr John McCartney, who 
only polled 21 votes — three less than Workers Party leader 
Rodney Moncur, who also lost his deposit. 

It would appear that the Bahamian public have totally 
rejected such hybird parties and there appears to be little 
future for them on the political scene. It is ludicrous to 
contend that a highly motivated Vanguard Party with a 
disciplined philosophy which should appeal to the 
disadvantaged in the present context of social injustice and 
high unemployment could only muster a total for its 18 
candidates of 181 votes — which is under half a percentage 
point of the total votes cast in the entire election. 

Altogether 26 candidates lost their deposit in the June 10 
election. 


































































































































The results also show that the FNM strength lay in the. 
upper and middle class areas of New Providence with nearly al. 
of the “black belt” areas remaining securely under PLP 
control. 

When the House meets on August 10 there will be 16 new 
members of the House - some of -whom have been in 
Parliament before — nine for the FNM and seven for the PLP. 

For the FNM there will be: Kendal Isaacs (leader); Cecil 
Wallace Whitfield (Pine Ridge); Pierre Dupuch (Shirlea); Frank 
Watson (Carmichael); Arthur Foulkes (Blue Hills); Orviile 
Turnquest (Montagu); Janet Bostwick (Yamacraw); Vernon 
Symonette (Inagua/Mayaguana); Cornelius Smith (Marco 
City). 

Whitfield, Foulkes and Turnquest are former MPs in 
Pindling’s first PLP administration. They are also three of the 
original “‘dissident eight” who walked out on Pindling in 1970. 
Ironically Paul Adderley was another PLP “dissident” and 
while he later rejoined Mr Pindling after being a vocal critic 
and became a Cabinet Minister, he now finds himself out of 
the House. 

And for the PLP there will be: Charles Carter (Holy Cross); 
Kendal Nottage (St Agnes); Moses Hall (West End/Grand 
Bahama); George Weech (Bimini/Berry Islands); Peter Bethel 
(St John’s, Eleuthera); Ervin Knowles (Cat Island); Edison Key 
(Marsh Harbour, Abaco). 

Nottage was in the House before he lost his Freeport seat in 
the 1977 election. He was appointed Leader in the Senate and 
Minister of Youth, Sports and Community Affairs and the 
Minister responsible for Broadcasting. Knowles was MP for Cat 
Island previously, but was a Bahamian Democratic Party 
candidate before throwing his allegiance to the PLP. 


Candidate Vote Totals 
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[Text] THE FOLLOWING are the 43 members of the House of Assembly elected 
to Paliament in the June 10 general election together with their opponents 
whom they faced and the margin of votes by which they won. 


The Members elected to Parliament are shown in bold face type. 
New Providence Constituencies 
Delaport 


KENDAL G L ISAACS (FNM)--1172 
Philip D Pinder (PLP)--1053 
Royal C Hamilton (Vang)--9 
(Isaacs won by 119 votes) 


Yellow Elder 


CLEMENT T MAYNARD (PLP)--1522 
Rudolph McSweeney (FNM)--745 
Vernon Darville (Vang)--8 
(Maynard won by 776 votes) 
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Carmichael 


FRANK H WATSON (FNM)--1302 
Paul L Adderley (PLP)--1281 
(Watson won by 21 votes) 


Bamboo Town 


LEANDER C MINNIS (PLP)--1177 
Tennyson R Wells (FNM)--1048 
Maurice A Brooks (Vang)--11 
(Minnis won by 129 votes) 


St Barnabas 


SINCLAIR S OUTTEN (PLP)--1296 
Edmund S Moxey (FNM)--1002 
Arthur W Hamilton (Vang)--7 
(Outten won by 294 votes) 


South Beach 


EDWARD F GLINTON (PLP)--1251 
Addison Turnquest (FNM)--1106 
Samuel P Bain (VNSP)--9 
(Glinton won by 145 votes) 


St Mchael's 


GEORGE W MACKEY (PLP)--1084 
George J Wilson (FNM)--626 
Rodney Moncur (WP)--24 
John T McCartney (VNSP)--21 
(Mackey won by 458 votes) 


Fort Charlotte 


VALENTINE S GRIMES (PLP)--1296 
Eldwood Donaldson (FNM)--1018 
Gwendolyn C Claude (VNSP)--7 
(Grimes won by 278 votes) 


St Agnes 


KENDAL W NOTTAGE (PLP)--1026 
Bazel A Nichols (FNM)--840 
Nelson A Zonicle (VNSP)--8 
(Nottage won by 188 votes) 
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Grant's Town 


SHADRACH A MORRIS (PLP)--1184 
James F Wood (FNM)--689 
Charles A Fawkes (VNSP)--13 
(Morris won by 495 votes) 


Fort Fincastle 


ALFRED T. MAYCOCK(PLP)--1360 
Ralph N Dorsett (FNM)--502 
Basil A Sands (VNSP)--9 
(Maycock won by 858 votes) 


Centreville 


PERRY G CHRISTIE (PLP)--1695 
Cyril F Tynes (FNM)--490 
Wallis C Carey (VNSP)--10 
(Christie won by 1205 votes) 


Englerston 


CLIFFORD DARLING (PLP)--1301 
Alvy H Penn (FNM)--736 
Lionel D Carey (VNSP)--14 
(Darling won by 565 votes) 


Montagu 


ORVILLE TURNQUEST (FNM)--1394 
Neville K Adderley (PLP)--544 
(Turnquest won by 850 votes) 


Yamacraw 


HANET G BOSTWICK (FNM)--1030 
James O Brown (PLP)--941 
Wesley Campbell (VNSP)--14 
(Bostwick won by 89 votes) 


Shirlea 

PIERRE V DUPUCH (FNM)--1150 
Bradley B Roberts (PLP)--777 
(Dupuch won by 373 votes) 


Salem 


DAVID A KNOWLES (PLP)--956 
Yelverton Cox (FNM)--768 
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Kevin P Hamilton (VNSP)--5 
(Knowles won by 188 votes) 


Anne's Town 


ARTHUR D HANNA (PLP)--1531 
Jefferson J Scavella (FNM)--312 
(Hanna won by 1219 votes) 


Blue H lls 


ARTHUR A FOULKES (FNM)--1113 
WillaMae Bridgewater (PLP) 1004 
Sterling T G Hanna (VNSP)--0 
(Foulkes won by 109 votes) 


Holy Cross 


CHARLES E CARTER (PLP)--1252 
Cedric L Parker (FNM)--1243 
Elvis Carey (CDP)--13 
(Carter won by 9 votes) 


Pinedale 


MILO B BUTLER JR (PLP)--1249 
Autrey L. Bullard (FNM)--704 
Ellery Deveaux (VNSP)--6 
(Butler won by 545 votes) 


Bain’s Town 


NORMAN R GAY (PLP)--1179 
Cecil Richardson (FNM)--482 
Kenneth A Higgs (Ind)--29 
Leslie French (VNSP)--9 
(Gay won by 697 votes) 


Fox Hill 


FRANK EDGECOMBE (PLP)--1079 
Fred Ramsey (FNM)--1073 
Lewis A Symonette (VNSP)--12 
(Edgecome won by 6 votes) 


Family Island Constituencies 
West End — 
MOSES A HALL (PLP)--1699 


Arlington Butler (FNM)--1449 
(Hall won by 250 votes) 


30 














Pine Ridge 


CECIL WALLACE WHITFIELD (FNM) 1468 
Jeffrey M Thompson (PLP)--1223 
Henry J Bowen (Ind)--17 

(Whitfield won by 245 votes) 


Marco City 


CORNELIUS A SMITH (FNM)--1272 
Wellington H Steward (PLP)--1140 
Walter A Moore (Ind)--29 

(Smith won by 132 votes) 


High Rock 


MAURICE E MOORE (FNM)--1102 
Russell Franks (PLP)--1002 
(Moore won by 100 votes) 


Kemp's Bay 


LYNDEN O PINDLING (PLP)--742 
Christopher Stuary (FNM)-~130 
(Pindling won by 612 votes) 


Mangrove Cay 


DARRELL E ROLLE (PLP)--831 
Basil Neymour (FNM)--87 
(Rolle won by 744 votes) 


Bimini & Berry Islands 
GEORGE W WEECH (PLP)--590 
Jeffrey R Davis (FNM)--524 
(Weech won by 66 votes) 
Nicolls Town 

LOFTUS A ROKER (PLP)--879 
Henry J Bostwick (FNM)--591 
(Roker won by 288 votes) 

St John's 

PETER J BETHEL (PLP)--906 


Norman S$ Solomon (Ind)--896 
(Bethel won by 10 votes) 
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Rock Sound 


JAMES B MOULTRIE (PLP)--865 | 
David C Sands (FNM)--648 | 
(Moultrie won by 217 votes) 


George Town & Ragged Island 


LIVINGSTONE COAKLEY (PLP)--525 
Elliot B Lockhart (FNM)--230 
(Coakley won by 295 votes) 


Cooper's Town 


HUBERT A INGRAHAM (PLP)--1178 
Cecil N Curling (FNM)--228 
(Ingraham won by 950 votes) 


Rolleville 


GEORGE A SMITH (PLP)--529 
John Smith (FNM)--139 
(George won by 390 votes) 


Cat Island 


ERVIN KNOWLES (PLP)--627 
Eris Moncur (FNM)--170 
(Knowles won by 457 votes) 


Crooked Island 


WILBERT A MOSS (PLP)--333 
Paul D Moss (FNM)--175 
(Wilbert won by 158 votes) 


North Long Island, Rm Cay, San Sal 


PHILIP P SMITH (PLP)--466 
Winston A Albury (Ind)--321 
Ellison K Minnis (FNM)--51l 
(Smith won by 145 votes) 


Marsh Harbour 
EDISON M KEY (PLP)--831 


Roscoe Thompson Jr (FNM) 728 
(Key won by 103 votes) 
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Governor's Harbour 


PHILIP M BETHEL (PLP)--948 
George F Mingo (FNM)--646 
(Bethel won by 302 votes) 


Clarence Town 


JAMES F KNOWLES (FNM)--585 
Errington Watkins (PLP)--356 
(Knowles won by 229 votes) 


Inagua 


VERNON SYMONETTE (FNM)--333 
Joseph R Ford (PLP)--287 
(Symonette won by 46 votes) 
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Pindling Cabinet Announcement 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] 


TWO YOUNG partners in 
the Christie and Ingraham law 
firm have been named by 
Psime Minister Pindling to take 
over two key Cabinet posts - 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
the newly created Ministry of 


Housing and National 


*.Perry. Christie, the new 
- Minister of Tourism, replaces 
Livingstone Coakley, who has | 
been named Minister of Health. | 
Mr Christie is. the former 


Minister of Health and 
National Insurance. 

His law firm partner, Hubert 
Ingraham, joins Mr Pindling’s 


Cabinet for the first time as ; 


Minister of Housing and 
National Insurance. © 
r* Pindling made the 


_ announcéemeat = ilast’: =~. night 


during a national radio and TV 
broadcust in which he named 
his new 13-member Cabinet 

an increase of one over his 
previous Cabinet. He spent a 


considerable umount of time . 


gloating over Iris party's victory 
at the polls June 10 and gave 
an “analysis” of why the 
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opposition won only ‘l! of the 
43 seats. He said they lost 
hecuuse of their wrong 
assumptions and major 
“illusions.” 

Mr Pindling alsu announced 
that Paul Adderley, whose 
election defeat in Carmichael 
greatly upset his party, would 
retain his posts as Minister of 
External Affairs and Attorney 
General, in addition to being ° 
appuinted to.the Senate, where 
he will be government leader. 

The Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, which will now . 
function with a staff of its 
own, will be headed by former 
Minister of State Alfred 
Maycock. 

Mr Pindling has also 
divorced “Culture” from the 
Ministry of Education and 
sdded-it to the portfolio of the 
Ministry of Youth, Sports and 


‘Community Affairs which will - 


again be headed by Kendal 
Nottage, the new MP for St 
Agnes. 

Perry Christie, whom the 
Prime Minister described as a 
“young, dynamic go-getter.” 
has been named Minister vr 











Tourism. He replaces 
Livingstone Coukley, whose 
administration as Minister saw 
a rapid downturn in Tourisin 
and the closure of several 
hotels. 


Mr Pindling suid that — 


Christie - the former Minister 
of Health aad National 
Insurance will have the task 
of “reorganizing the Ministry, 
developing 4 new tourist 
identity for the Bahamas and 


involving young people in the ' 


process.” ‘ 

Mr Coakley, tas been made 
Minister of Health with 
National . Insurance 
responsibilities taken away 
from that department. 

Mr’ Christiy’s law  firin 
partner, controversial 
back-bencher Hubert 
Ingraham, .has been made 
Minister of Housing and 


National Insurance, a newly 


created Ministry. 
Mr Ingraham headed a 
recent Parliamentary 


committee investigating 


political pay-off charges 
incalving senior PLP council 
member Everette Bannister. — 
Mr Pindling has charged 
Ingraham with the task “to 
accelerate the construction of 


single family homes and_ 


apartment units” and expand 
social sefvices to those who are 
in need of substance. : 
The rest. of the former 
Cabinet Ministers retained the 
posts they held under the last 
administration. = 
Mr Pindling began his 
address eight days after the 
general elections by reading 
congratulatory letters which 
were sent to him by US: 
President Ronald Reagan, 
Commonwealth 
Secretary-General Sir ‘Sridath 


Ramphal, and Norman | 


Saunders, leader of the Turks 
and Caicos Government. 

Mr Pindling, whose PLP 
party won 32 of 43 seats in 
Parliament, went on. to 
“analyse” the FNM’s failure to 
win more seats. 

“The remarkable feature 
about this General election was 
that at the time when the 
world was ut an economic crisis 
und the Buhamas was, as a 


result, experiencing 
unemployment at home”’ - the 
PLP gained in both seats and 
votes, he said. 

“Few governments have 
been able to do this,” he 
boasted. “This single factor of 
life is what is making it so 
difficult for the Opposition to 


understand and accept what» 


has happened. 

“They made so muny 
promises to so many people.” 
he said. “They were so sure of 
winning. They boasted so 
much of winning.. They called 


- $9 many people to go out on . 


the limb in vain. They refused 
to accept that a Government in © 
these difficult. times could not 

only remain populur. but also 
regain’ strength.” Mr. Pindling 
suid. 
He said the ~~ FNM's | 
confidence that it would win. 
the general elections was bised © 
on assumptions that were no 
mote than “illusions.” One of 
them ‘was that young voters 
would support them, he said. 

“A majority of youth ... 
simply did not wish to trust 
them with the Government of 
the Bahamas,” he declared. 

Mr Pindling said that the 
FNM was wrong to assume that 
there would be a five per cent: 
swing away from the PLP “like 
there was in the 1977 general 
elections.” 

He said the FNM was also 
wroug to assume it would win 
ali the votes both it and the 
Bahamian Democratic ‘Party 
won in 1977. 

He said all this information 
was fed into a computer which 
calculated that the FNM would 


win 22 to 28 seats. 


“But when you feed 
nonsense into. a computer,” 
what can you expect but 
nonsense, he said. 

Mr Pindling also touched on 
a new concept — “a political 
strike force” - which, he said, 
he would add to his ministerial 
team. He said the nature of the 
“strike force” would be 
announced “early next week” 
and “the entire parliamentary 
team will then be presented to 
you later in the week vt 
Windsor Park” he told the 
nation. 


‘ 
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COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


BRIEFS 


HOTEL CLOSING SWITCH--Sonesta Beach Hotel has had a change of heart over its 
unprecedented decision to close for two months this winter. Management an- 
nounced yesterday that, following the intervention of the Hon. C.V. (Jim) Wool- 
ridge, Minister of Tourism, the hotel has agreed to stay open all year round. 
The move was prompted by goodwill motives on the part of Sonesta, which expects 
to make a loss during the two low season months, November and December when oc- 
cupancies are traditionally around 20 percent. A statement released by Mr. 
Paul Sonnabend, vice-chairman of Sonesta International Hotels, explained that 
management decided to stay open to cooperate with Government and maintain 

the hotel's good relationship with Bermuda. Meanwhile, another of Bermuda's 
major hotels, the Belmont, confirmed yesterday that sluggish bookings have 
prompted management to cut the working week for some staff. The occupancy 

rate now is slightly lower than last year when similar cuts were made, Mr. 
Williams said. "This will probably go on for July and August. Usually, Sep- 
tember, October and November are our best months." [Excerpts] [Hamilton THE 
ROYAL GAZETTE in English 15 Jun 82 pp 1, 2] 


CSO: 3025/347 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


INFLATION TO AMOUNT TO 90 PERCENT BY END OF 1982 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 8 Jun 82 p 8A 


[Text] The first vice president of the republic and coordinator of the econ- 
omic council of government, Alberto Fait Lizano, asserted that the inflation 
rate by the end of the year will reach 90 percent. 


He stated that the phenomenon was started essentially with monetary issues 
made during the last administration. 


The official likewise said the government will undertake an analysis of the 
policy of exemptions within the industrial sector. 


A complete evaluation will be sought, he stated, which will bring about de- 
cisions concerning the benefits of that policy. 


According to Mr Fait, the inflation index is presently at 45 percent. 


Besides the monetary issues, he added, another factor which has biought about 
an alarming rise in the inflation rate is the deficit in the public sector 
estimated at 14 billion colons. 


He stressed that in order to end inflation the government has taken a series 
of measures, such as adjustments of rates for various services, as well as 
the request made for increasing the price of fuels. 


He also mentioned the proposal to reform the Central Bank's Organic Law which 
seeks control of foreign exchange by the state. 


Similarly, he stated that the inclination of the mint to establish priorities 


for granting foreign exchange is another of the measures adopted which will 
help combat inflation. 


He also talked about the tax package being discussed by the Commission on 
Treasury Affairs of the Legislative Assembly with the purpose of increasing 
fiscal income by some 2 biliion colons. 


The first vice president said these plans, some of which are now in operation, 
make up the first phase of the country's economic recovery. "If we do not put 
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"our house in order, we are not going to end the deficit in the public sector 
and the colon will not be stabilized with respect to the dollar--all indispen- 
sable elements in combating inflation," he claimed. 


On the other hand, when talking about the results of the meeting of the Econ- 
omic Council yesterday, Fait stated that it will proceed in forming a commis- 
sion which will evaluate the tcncfits of the policy of exemptions the state 
has granted to the industrial sector 


According to the first vice president, this will be a complete evaluation 
which will reach conclusions concerning the benefits of that policy and the 
advantages it has given Costa Rica as a creator of sources of employment 


The revision will serve, according to Fait, to improve that policy in order 
to extend its time in force, or rather for eliminating some of the exemptions. 


He made it clear, in this sense, that the government will respect all agree- 
ments. 


On the other hand, he mentioned that the Economic Council had studied the 
problem of businesses with financial difficulties beginning with the devalu- 
ation of the colon. He stated that the system to be adopted for putting the 
aid plan into effect will be revealed next Monday. 


Moreover, he stated that multinational banana companies have shown themselves 
willing to buy fruit from national producers which they were not going to buy 
due to world overproduction. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


LIBERATION FACTION DISCUSSES PRIORITIES FOR COMING MONTHS 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 13 Jun.82 p 4A 


[Text] Approval of exchange measures and the tax package are important factors 
in putting the Monge administration's emergency plan into force. 


The above was stated by Bernal Jimenez, leader of Liberation, in : 
making known the five fundamental areas with which the party will have to 
deal during the coming months. 


Jimenez listed the tax package, the plan that creates budgetary authority by 
law, control of state enterprises, and loans for economic development as prior- 
ities in reforming the Central Bank's Organic Law, 


The plan for reforming the mint's Organic Law, which is being discussed by 
the Commission for Treasury Affairs, could be approved by the first of next 
week. Noteworthy additions to the original text were made. The deputies in 
the government believe they are relevant to the emergency plan, Jimenez said. 


When the plan becomes law, the Central Bank expects to control the exchange 
market and, consequently, will do away with exchange offices. 


Once the Treasury's task is ended relating to the exchange measures, the 
deputies will take up the tax package. 


It was presented by the Carazo Odio administration in 1981 and the original 
text was changed by the public treasury's technical commission which included 
experts in the matter. : 


This wa* a very broad plan and discussion meanwhile will take up a goodly 
number of sessions. It will look at taxes--already approved--from all angles, 
the income tax, the general sales tax, a modification to the land tax, reforms 
to the tax code, and other related laws, the law for rationalizing minor taxes, 
among which are included taxes on shipping, patent registrations and their re- 
newals, tax on the use of radio frequencies, forestry revenue stamps, and ob- 
taining a residency permit. 


The same projects packet attempts to reform the law for consolidating selec- 
tive consumer taxes. 
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The third project whose approval is paramount, according to Bernal Jimenez, is 
the one that refers to the creation of a budgetary authority. 


This project has already been considered by the members of the Commission on 
Economic Affairs and has been given a iecal framework for what the Carazo ad- 
ministration created by execut!.e decree. 


The budgetary authority, on approval of the report in a plenary meeting, will 
set salary scales and appropriate increases for each budget year. Included 
in it will be revaluation of positions in the entire public sector. 


This new legislation contains an express rule that no institution in the pub- 
lic sector, except those in banking finance, will be able to make outside 
loans without prior authorization from the aforesaid authority. 


One novel aspect which was inserted is the elimination of the Financial Com- 
pensation Fund, which in the judgment of the deputies who looked into the 
plan, is unconstitutional because it runs openly against administrative au- 
thority which Article 188 of the political constitution allows. This article 
says that state autonomous institutions enjoy freedom in government and ad- 
ministrative matters, and its directors are answerable to its management. 


With the creation of the fund, the lawmakers consider that the government 
intervenes in autonomous institutes in order to avail itself illegally of the 
resources placed in current bank accounts. As a consequence, money is taken 
from banks, currency flow is enhanced, increase in public spending is made 
easy, and banking administration becomes complicated along with that of in- 
stitutions harmed in the non-financial sector. 


With a transitional period under the law, the deputies expect management of 
monies in the fund to be put in order. 


It is reported that the Central Bank will keep as its own investment, without 
claim to amortization and interest, government bonds that the fund might ac- 
quire on the date the new law goes into effect and will make pertinent adjust- 
ments to avoid monetary consequences. Interest accumulated in the Financial 
Compensation Fund, the spokesman added, will be passed along to the General 
Government Fund. 


in the last legislature, a plan known as the General Law for Companies -~Public 


Enterprises--was presented. It is the fourth on the list given by the leading 
Liberation parliamentarian. 


The assembly approved another plan the first of the week which seeks similar 
aims. 


It puts state companies under controls established in the Financial Administra- 
tion Law and the Law of the Comptroller General of the Republic. 


Parliamentarians from Liberation announced that once the plan is 
considered, which is being discussed now in the Commission of Economists, they 
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hope it will be approved in a plenary session and that it, therefore, will 
repeal legislation transacted this week. 


The last of the five areas deserving immediate attention of the members of the 
official roundtable is the one related to loans for economic deve lopment. 


Among them, Jimenez cited as an example, are those with which projects by the 
Costa Rican Electric Institute (ICE) are financed. 


The legislator said, "Of course, we stand ready to know about any other 
project which the Executive may send down and which he considers part of the 
Emergency Plan." 


Jimenez said he is aware that exchange measures "are necessary, indispensable, 
but not sufficient for getting out of the crisis." ) 


He made reference to some measures adopted by the government, such as the in- 
crease in rates for various services and the rise in fuels. He thought that 
with that the fiscal deficit will appreciably drop. 


All the projects enunciated by Jimenez require 38 votes to be considered for 
first place in the order of the day. Presently, there are 42 propositions 
ahead of them. 


He was asked what will Liberation do--which has 33 deputies--to 
vet the remaining votes and he replied, 'We trust in the patriotism of the 
opposition deputies." 


9908 
CSO: 3010/1754 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ACTIVITIES OF BORDER GUARD TROOPS EXAMINED 
Havana CUBA INTERNACIONAL in Spanish Jun 82 pp 12-17 
[Article by Agenor Marti: "Sleepless Sentinels" ] 


[Text] There can be no doubt that the history of the border guards 
is also the history of the residents of the coast. 


In the early 1960's, when a specialized military corps did not yet 

exist, it was these men who were in charge of monitoring the coast 

and conveying information to the Rebel Army and the State Security 
Department, to safeguard the Cuban shoreline from the enemy infiltrations 
that the U.S. Government had been fostering from the outset of the 
revolution. 


Initially, the monitoring activities were systematized at just two 

or three spots around the country (Hicacos, La Isabela and Nuevitas). 
They began, of course, with members of the Rebel Army and militiamen, 
who together with residents of the coast and fishermen (who have always 
been irreplaceable), took on the responsibility of neutralizing the 
enemy actions that were designed to halt the process of changes that 
had begun. 


Those were tough times, especially because during those years the counter- 
revolutionary gangs were still operating in the Escambray, in south 
central Cuba, and efforts had to be redoubled to combat and eliminate 
them. 


Many of the revolutionary combatants (laborers, farmers, fishermen) 
who took part in those cleanup operations in the Escambray would later 
swell the ranks of the border guards. Their experience and courage 
gave rise, in 1963, to the Interior Ministry's Border Guard Troops 
(TGF), which until that time had belonged to a section called Struggle 
Against Pirates. 


It was then that the forces began to regroup and reorganize. Safeguarding 
the coast was mainly left up to the surveillance groups, who were in 
charge of monitoring the entire coastline every day, and to the monitoring 
posts. At the same time, with the active and decisive participation 
of the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution and the National 
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Revolutionary Militias, the efforts to protect our coast became definitive, 
wideranging and truly effective. 


Made up of combatants willing to make any sacrifice, the Border Guard 
Troops watch over Cuba's integrity day and night and constitute an 
impregnable defensive bulwark. 


Tireless Surveillance 


The life of a border guard is certainly a tough one, because the coast, 
the sea, the elements and the isolation demand brave and self- sacrificing 
men and women. The essential reason why they join: faithfulness to 

the principles of the revolution. 


On the lonely keys, on the sharp reefs along the coast, high up on 

a cliff or patrolling our territorial waters, in the cold and at night, 
there is always a group of combatants looking to the seas. Skilled 

and determined, they are backed by the latest military weaponry and 
equipment, by the systematic efforts of the civilian population and, 

of course, by the valuable assistance of the fishermen. 


We should stress the importance attached to the cultural and professional 
self-improvement of each one of the combatants. Most of the people 

who joined this corps at its outset were young men who were returning 
from the battles against the bandits in the Escambray and who had a 

very low level of schooling. 


At the time a full-fledged boom in schooling was under way around the 
country. From that time on, studying was to be another form of struggle. 
But these young men had to postpone their personal development in order 
to defend the threatened homeland. Thus, they headed for the keys, 

where enemy activity was greatest and where virtual counterrevolutionary 
military bases for operations against Cuba were set up. 


So then, first of all the enemy had to be expelled from the Cuban keys, 
the territory reclaimed and the revolution safeguarded from future 
attacks. Pestering mosquitoes and the hostile elements were their 
constant companions. There they remained, day and night, month after 
month, surmounting the thousand and one difficulties that isolation 
posed and starting their studies as well. 


But the TGF's always came up with solutions to the difficulties facing 
them. For example, they set up schools at points equidistant from 

the border posts, which the combatants attended after their workday 

was over. And thus these classrooms began giving them the chance to 
complete their primary schooling. 


Technical courses were started up almost immediately to train motorboat 
and equipment operators and technicians in general. These courses 
demanded further know-how and were instrumental in the self-improvement 
of the combatants. 
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Moreover, the arrival of new equipment was an incentive, inasmuch as 

men had to be trained to operate the modern vessels, the radio equipment, 
the surveillance and monitoring systems and many other pieces of equipment, 
and thus the courses were expanded. Courses also had to be organized 

to train radar operators and ship captains, and a great many of them 
studied at the Superior Border Guard School in the Soviet Union. 


Currently, a large number of officers, in addition to having studied 

at that school, have degrees in law and other university fields related 
to their work. These are the same laborers, farmers and fishermen 

who founded the TGF almost 29 years ago. 


This is the case, for example, of Ist Lt Julio Gonzalez Lopez, a 36-year 
old native of Las Pozas in the province of Pinar del Rio. He is currently 
an information area officer with the Guanabo unit of the TGF. When 

he joined as a combatant 19 years ago, he was, as he himself admits, 
almost illiterate. 


Gonzalez Lopez began his military career as an auxiliary in the then Maritime 
Police, while he worked as a newspaper distributor. He later joined 
the TGF as a line combatant on the Havana and Matanzas border. 


"I did patrol work there," he now says with pride; "I pitched fences 
and did a little bit of everything...I was involved in hunting down 
and capturing enemies." 


Today, almost two decades since he joined the border guards, Ist Lt 
Julio Gonzalez, who is married and has two children, has just begun 
his studies in the Laborer-Farmer Department. 


"To reach the level that I'm at now," he states, "I've had to make 

an extraordinary effort. I cut down on rest and sleep because I realized 
that this was the only way I could improve myself and serve the revolution 
better." 


It seems incredible, but all of the TGF combatants have completed at 

least basic secondary school. The corps has developed to such a degree 

and so steadily that this level of schooling is a requirement for joining. 
Many of them are intermediate technicians and professionals. Its development 
has left its mark and made its demands, as the men have to operate 

advanced equipment and deal with modern technology. 


Studying under those conditions entailed exceptional efforts, but the 
men were successful. Today it is different; in each district, at each 
post, no matter how remote or isolated, the border guards have the 
opportunity to devote some time to their studies. 


It is true that this is a tough life. It is true that although they 
work under optimum conditions, this kind of work demands major efforts. 
But the men who are involved in it know that they are performing an 
essential task. 
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Capt Orestes Martinez, the commander of the Guanabo unit, explained 
this in a few brief but categorical words when he asserted that "you 
cannot rest for even a minute when you know that there is a stretch 
of the Cuban coast that you have to watch over. You can't take it 
easy whenyou realize that you have to monitor all those kilometers 
of coastline so that no pirate sets foot on Cuban soil. This is a 
major responsibility that I always try to be deserving of." 


The border guards have clearly won the respect of the entire Cuban 

people, a respect expressed in the words of Commander in Chief Fidel 
Castro, the first secretary of the Cuban Community Party, when at the 
First Party Congress he called them "sleepless sentinels of the homeland." 


The Reason for Their Success 


There is a reason for the success of the Border Guard Troops throughout 
all these years of imperialist threats and aggressions: close ties 

with the people. And hence the fundamental role that the civilian 
population plays in this activity, because no military machine, no 
matter how big and well-synchronized it might be, can do this kind 

of work efficiently without the cooperation of the workers, housewives 
and revolutionaries in general, without distinction as to age, place 

of residence or type of work. 


The auxiliary forces of the Border Guard Troops are of great assistance 

to the country's border services. These men and women, stationed at 

key spots, in areas that are at times inhospitable and in all kinds of con- 
ditions, work shoulder to shoulder with the combatants in this ongoing 
activity. 


For their part, the TGF teach them how to handle the weaponry and run 
the equipment. 


There are schools for auxiliaries throughout the country, giving classes 

in border tactics, gunnery, infantry and combat engineering and performing 
tasks such as operational services on the coast and surveillance. The 
courses last around 30 days and are ongoing; in other words, when one 
group finishes, another begins. Thus, the subjects that the students 
study during the day they apply in practice at night as active auxiliaries. 


These schools abound with militiamen who are already TGF auxiliaries 

and who do their annual required training there. For the most part, 

these militiamen live in coastal areas where there is border guard 
activity and upon returning are better prepared to lend their cooperation. 


If the militiamen know that their eiforts are useful to the revolution 
and gain satisfaction from defending its principles, their satisfaction 


is even greater when they complete these courses. 


Such is the case of 44-year old Joaquin Martinez Martinez, a fisherman 
with the fishing cooperative in Santa Cruz del Norte (some 40 kilometers 
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east of Havana), who is currently working as an electrical repairman 

at a bus terminal. He was always a laborer but at one point in his 

life, specifically in 1959, he became a fisherman. From that moment 

one he has never stopped going out to sea. "I like all of the sub jects 

I study here," he says proudly, "because I can put them all to use 

when I do my monitoring work on the coast. This school is very important 
for us auxiliaries because what we learn during the day we apply at 
night. You learn much quicker that way." 


Women play an equally decisive role in these joint efforts, neither 
more so nor less so, equally decisive, because from the outset women 
demanded their place too. 


For example, women have been working in Santa Cruz del Norte, which, 
in passing, has historically been an area of constant enemy activity 
and whose 50 kilometers of coastline must be monitored doubly closely. 
A great many members of the Federation of Cuban Women are now working 
there as auxiliaries, and even more are expected to arrive within a 
few months, to judge by the high number who have asked to join up. 
Women of all ages are involved. Night after night, from the enormous 
sighting device at an observation post along the coast or amid the 
thick underbrush, they share their monitoring work with militiamen 
and combatants. They all perform the same tasks as the men, and no 
one would suggest otherwise. They do their daily or nightly patrol, 
stand guard at a border unit or wherever they are assigned and also 
do observation and monitoring work. In short, they do all of the jobs 
that have to be done to safeguard the coast from the enemy. And they 
do them with the same enthusiasm, skill and efficiency as their male 
comrades. 


"The role of the militiawomen is very important," asserts Zoila Maria 
Rodriguez Olaye, the secretary general of the Federation of Cuban Women 
in the municipality of Santa Cruz del Norte, "because they contribute 
to revolutionary monitoring and, moreover, because the women feel they 
are part of something as valuable as the Border Guard Troops." 


Sentinels at Sea 


[It is impossible to talk about safeguarding our coasts without mentioning 
fishermen. They are truly outposts at sea. We could say that they 
are a major observation and monitoring post. 


Wherever they might be, far out at sea or in the narrow channels near 
the shore, always with the sky as their roof, these sea-toughened men 
can detect any enemy movement for several miles around. With their 
experience and with their wisdom they have rendered extremely valuable 
services. 


Initially, the fishermen's boats were the border guards' boats. When 


the TGF were still in the formative stage and resources were as yet 
scarce, the fishermen were the ones who unconditionally made their 
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boats available to the border guards. During this period it was they 
who brought food and water to the combatants stationed in the keys. 

It was they who shared the lot of those first few soldiers and who 
often told these sentinels of the coast what course they ought to take 
to capture a pirate boat. Many lost their lives as a result of their 
cooperation. 


Many Cuban fishermen feel that the Border Guard Troops are part of 
them, because they feel that they shaped them. 


So when these fishermen haul in their catch, no matter how far they 
are from the coast, they are always unconditional defenders of the 
country's integrity. Could a fisherman who until 1959 was barely able 
to feed his family renounce monitoring and safeguarding the coasts 
when this is tantamount to defending the revolution? Thus, whenever 
the TGF perform some operation in the keys, they unmoor their boats 
and join the border guard vessels. 


One of them is 66-year old Luis Vila Lopez; a fisherman since he was 
9, he is married, has 4 children and 9 grandchildren and works in the 
Capitan Elpidio Sosa Fishing Cooperative in the port of La Isabela, 
some 340 kilometers east of Havana. Everyone calls him Chiro. 


Chiro is a founder of the Struggle Against Pirates corps and, therefore, 
of the TGF, but he was also an auxiliary with State Security and the 
Department of Public Order, and he has combined his work as a fisherman 
with his efforts as a militiaman and a member of the Committees for 

the Defense of the Revolution. 


La Isabela, one of the spots that the enemy has attacked the most over 
all these years, is an area with countless keys and narrow channels, 
and thus particular care is in order. Chiro is one of the men who 

can hear a motorboat at sea and say with certainty: "That's Ibanez's 
boat, and that other one over there belongs to old Fermin, who's out 
after red snapper with his kids." 


"T always carry signal flares on my boat," Chiro says smiling as he 


arranges some trawl lines on the deck of "Los Cuatro Hermanos," "to 
let the post know about any enemy movement around here. I go out well 
prepared." 


He goes on to say: "We fishermen know the boats by the sound of their 
motors, and we know when they're heading through a shoal or deep water. We 
know how to predict the weather by the color of the sky and the shape of the 
clouds and all those things. As we say, a cloud-flecked sky means 

wet soil. So we know when it's going to rain or be windy or calm or 

cold." 


"This is very tough work," he continues, “but the border guards' job 


is even tougher. You have to be a good revolutionary to be out here 
and you have to be determined to go wherever they send you and to do 
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whatever you have to to defend the revolution. But let me say this: 
Whoever complains about the revolution is an ingrate, especially if 
he's a fisherman." 


He says good-by. His boat glides out to the middle of the channel 
while Chiro stands on the prow arranging his lines and getting the 
net ready. 


Best Friend 


We all know that a border guard's best friend is his dog. The image 
of the sentry and his animal on the look out, eyes on the horizon, 
has become, because it is a true image, a symbol of the men who are 
safeguarding our territorial integrity. 


The TGF began using dogs from early on, and their usefulness is quite 
obvious Dogs can penetrate where man cannot. A border guard is much 
safer with his dog. He is unlikely to be ambushed because the animal 
can sense one from afar. If arms are buried, the dog can locate them. 
Sometimes a great many men are needed to hunt down an infiltrator, 
whereas the job is relatively easy with a dog. The history of Cuba's 
border guards contains a great many stories that show that if these 
valuable helpers had not been used, large contingents of troops would 
have been needed. In a word, dogs play a fundamental role. 


The TGF's Canine Department, where dogs are bred and trained, was set 
up in 1963, shortiy after the guards were founded. Its purpose is 

to train dogs and instruct combatants in using them in the struggle 
against counterrevolutionary elements. The courses last several months. 


Not all dogs can be trained the same way. Thus, a specialist is needed 
to achieve the best results. He is the one who observes the dogs and 
the men and then assigns the animals to their owners. 


Capt Bernardo Prado Sosa, the school's assistant director, underscores 

its importance when he asserts that "the dogs are very useful in operations, 
and the border guards are confident about their dogs when they are 

on the job. They know that they are well protected, which insures 

that they will do a much better job." 


first Lt Rolando Perez Prado, a 38-year old native of Esmeralda, Camaguey, 
contends that "one of the most important things in all this training 

is knowing theory in and out. Theory is the basis for developing reflexes." 
At Whatever Price 

Col Amado Valdes, the head of the General Directorate of the TGF, summarizes 


as follows the profound significance of the job done by the self-sacrificing 
coastal border guards: 
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"The first result and perhaps the most important result of the efforts 
of the border guards over all these years has been to show the enemy 
that our people are determined to fight to defend the revolution. More- 
over, they have played a decisive role in neutralizing enemy activity, 
be it espionage or infiltration. 


"Success has crowned our efforts, a success won with the lifeblood 
of our combatants who fell during these years of struggle. 


"Throughout this period we have had the support of our entire people 

and the valuable cooperation of the militiamen, the Committees for 

the Defense of the Revolution and the civilian population on the coast 

in general, especially our fishermen. Furthermore, we have worked 

in close cooperation with the Revolutionary Armed Forces and we can 

say that all of these ties have strengthened our work and our determination 
to struggle to the death to protect the accomplishments of our people. 


"Whoever comes here as an enemy will have to fight to the last, because 
we border guards we are prepared to give our lives to defend the revolution.” 

















Col Amado Valdes, head of the General Directorate of the TGF 
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The Best Conditions 


The Border Guard Troops have been developing steadily over all these 
years, and not just in terms of the professional training of their 
personnel and combatants. Their facilities and equipment have also 
developed proportionally. 


As the country's pace of technological and scientific progress has 
accelerated, the technical potential of the border guards has risen 
too, and in every field. 


As far as weaponry is concerned, for example, the TGF have the latest 
and most effective weapons to crush any attack or infiltration. This 
also applies to radio technology equipment, observation and monitoring 
devices and the facilities themselves. 


Gone is the time when the sentries along the coast had to perform their 
duties in more than hostile conditions. Gone are the days when the 
border guards had to do surveillance and monitoring work from a hut 

high up on a cliff or in the open without suitable facilities for a 
better job. This does not mean that optimum conditions now exist, because 
they will improve even further, in direct proportion to the country's 
economic, scientific and technological expansion. But the fact is 

that these seacoast-hardened men, who are always prepared to fight 

to the last, now have a chance to rest, to study and to work in facilities 
that offer the basic amenities, regardless of how far apart and isolated 
they are. 


To mention just one, for example, there is the border post at Caiman 

Key, a promontory in the middle of the sea, many miles from the Cuban 

coast, which took a little less than 2 years to build. On this barely 
I-square kilometer of land the border guards have a building with offices, 
dormitories, bathrooms, an infirmary, classrooms, rooms for radio communica- 
tion and monitoring equipment, a recreation area, a mess hall and a 

kitchen. These border guards also have access to radio, television, 

board games and a library, which makes the inherently tough life in 

the keys more bearable. Moreover, the combatants are given the opportunity 
to develop themselves culturally, scientifically and technically. 


Furthermore, the border guards have the latest and fastest vessels, 
which enhances their mobility and military effectiveness. 
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A group of border guards is always on the alert at observation posts 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


FIRMS ORDERED TO LIQUIDATE FOREIGN EXCHANGE HOLDINGS 


Port~-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Jun 82 p 4 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/343 


GEORGETOWN, Wed., (Cana): 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


WPA PROTEST CALL--GEORGETOWN, Wed., (Cana)--THE OPPOSITION Working Peoples 
Alliance (WPA) has called on Guyanese to delay revenue payments to the Govern- 
ment for two weeks in protest against the denial of permission last Saturday 
to hold a procession from the Roman Catholic Cathedral to the burial place 

of Guyanese historian and political activist, Walter Rodney. Rodney who had 
been a WPA co-leader died in a bomb blast in Georgetown two years ago. Govern- 
ment said he was killed bya bomb he planned using to blow up a jail. But the 
WPA insists Rodney was a victim of the establishment which he had vigorously 
opposed. The WPA, in a statement, charged that at the cemetery gate, last 
Saturday when attempts were made to visit Rodney's grave, a uniformed stooge 
came up and closed it as people were walking in, causing Walter's mother, 
Pauline, to be assaulted. According to the WPA, on June 13, the second anni- 
versary of Rodney's death, thousands of people present at a public rally in 
Georgetown agreed to "pay no money to the government for two weeks ending June 
27." [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Jun 82 p 4] 


CsO: 3025/343 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


MANLEY CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC DEREGULATION POLICY 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Jun 82 pp 1, 1/7 


[Text] THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, Mr. Michael Manley, criticised the pro- 
gramme of deregulation of the economy being pursued by the Government, when he 
spoke at a luncheon of the Jamaica Institute of Bankers at the Bank of Jamaica 
on Thursday. 


Mr. Manley said he disagreed with the view "that a country like Jamaica could 
pursue a concept of deregulation as a total and absolute philosophy". Every- 
one agreed that regulation in an economy should be pragmatic and should be aimed 
at protecting local industry, agriculture and the consumers "within reasonable 
and necessary limits." 


"I dispute that this country will ever be developed, if any line that is consis- 
tent with any notion of independence, or social justice, or satisfaction of 
simple needs is on a basis of total de-regulation of the workings of the econ- 
omy," he said; yet this was the philosophy which was being proposed for Jamaica. 


MR. MANLEY NOTED that the U.S. did not totally subscribe to this philosophy 

and was among the first to seek "all sorts of intervention when the particular 
section of its economy is in trouble.'"' Even when the U.S. was a young deve lop- 
ing country, it did not attempt such a philosophy, he added. 


"What makes this resource-scarce and small island capable of these feats that 
have defeated everybody else in history?" he asked. He added that if the 
Government was not careful about this trend, the people, local industry and 
agriculture were going to suffer. 


Mr. Manley stressed that the present programme of economic recovery could 
not succeed if it was not based on some form of workable social contract. 


"If the country is going to achieve any concept of productive success, it 

is going to have to depend on whether you can mobilize the involvement, support 
and understanding of the Government on the part of those who own and manage 

the productive sector and of the workers movement and trade unions," he said. 


A serious problem, Mr. Manley said, was that no attempt was being made to 


develop a basis for a social contract. There was no attempt to get the three 
elements to work towards a consensus about the efforts that are needed. 
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SPEAKING OF THE national recovery programme, Mr. Manley questioned why there 
was excessive liquidity in the banking system. He also asked why deve lopment 
loans which were available were not being used. 


According to him, it was obvious that many businesses were not taking up the 
challenge to export. He expressed the opinion that this was so because some 
businessmen were not motivated, while others were not psychologically ready 
for the challenge. 


There was also the problem of the productive sector not getting the tools 
with which to work. Mr. Manley said: "Getting out into the export field 
does not depend solely on the will to try but on how you can compete success~ 
fully against the international giants with all their modern technology." 


MR. MANLEY questioned how far it was provident to devote limited foreign ex- 
change resources to "the easy and comfortable politics of consumer satisfac- 
tion." He said it was important to know how far the country had the will 

to resist those temptations so as to maximise the foreign exchange that is 
available for development purposes. ' 


"T do not believe that this country, or any country, will ever be developed 
effectively if we are not prepared to call upon the people to make sacrifices," 
Mr. Manley said. To build an indigenous economic base, some element of sacri- 
fice would be necessary. 


The desire to export is a positive one, but exporting meant that the productive 
sector must be sure of being able to guarantee the continuity of production. 
The productive sector could not enter-into contracts which could not be met 
because of unreliability of water and power. 


Because of this, he saw the need for "enormous investment" in the public utili- 
ties to ensure the provision of efficient services which in turn would assist 
in meeting the targets of the exporter. The achievemnt of all these, he said, 
required "a certain amount of sacrifice." 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


VAZ CLARIFIES GOVERNMENT POLICY ON AUTOMOBILE IMPORTS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 18 Jun 82p 1 


[Text] THE HON. DOUGLAS VAZ has reacted to a news report and headline in 
the GLEANER of yesterday. 


The headline of the report "Vaz: No Freeze on Car Imports", has led to mis- 
understandings, said Mr. Vaz, and the Ministry's telephone had been flooded 
with calls from people who thought that it was business as usual with car 
imports. 


In a written statement Mr Vaz said: 


"The headline in the Daily Gleaner today--"Vaz: No Freeze on Car Imports", 
has severely distorted the accuracy of the report in that newspaper. 


As was stated in the body of the text, I replied to a specific question of 
whether there was a ban on motor vehicle imports that there was no "ban". 


THE REPORT ALSO STATES THAT THEGLEANER RAISED THE question because of a number 
of complaints that no licences for motor vehicles had been issued for the 

past two weeks. It accurately reports some of my explanations for this, in- 
cluding that the "wide-scale granting of licences had ceased because of ir- 
regularities which had been discovered in some cases". 


a 


The report quotes me as saying that “transition to a new processing system 
caused a slowdown in the processing of applications". More accurately, I 
stated that a transition of a new policy as well as processing system has 
slowed down the processing of applications, and that the wide-scale issuing 

of licences had stopped, and all licences for the importation of motor vehicles 
are now subjected to the most careful scrutiny. 


WHEREAS THE HEADLINE suggests "business as usual" for the motor vehicle import- 
ing public--that is not so! The system must change! The public can rest 
assured that motor vehicles will be available for the public's use, but not 

on the basis of how over 4,000 import licence applications were granted for 

a value of $83.6 million in five months of 1982--when there were vociferous 
complaints concerning speed! 
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The public will understand my insistence that the system be changed, when 

it is revealed that the Trade Administrator's Department has $106.8m for thou- 
sands of import licence applications for motor vehicles not yet approved by 
the Department. 


On what roads will Jamaica put $190.4 million of additional motor vehicles 
in 1982 which is less than half-finished? Where is the fuel to come from? 
How will they be serviced? 


| HAVE ALREADY STATED that a great many of these licences were being used 

by “returning residents" who "returned" on Wednesday, "got" their car import 
licences on Thursday, sold the car which legally can't be sold for up to three 
years, on Friday and "returned" to their real homes abroad on Saturday--thou- 
sands of dollars richer! 


We are now looking at other categories of abusers and a final policy on motor 
vehicle importation will be announced shortly. In the meantime, the Trade 
Administrator's Department will continue to work under guidelines issued by 
the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. 


As the Minister of Public Utilities and Transport has announced concerning 
mini-buses, the public is warned not to import motor vehicles, or to make 
arrangements for the purchase of motor vehicles, until they are in possession 
of a valid import licence. Neither should they import a vehicle which exceeds 
the legal rating, as it will be returned to sender." 


CSO: 3025/346 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


$60 MILLION TO GO TO PRIVATE SECTOR FOR RAW MATERIALS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 21 Jun 82 p 1 


[Text] SOME $60 MILLION is to be made available to the private sector for 
importing raw materials between now and September, the Minister of Industry 
and Commerce, the Hon. Douglas Vaz, told a group of exporters on Wednesday. 


J.I.S. reported that Mr. Vaz told a delegation from the Jamaica Exporters’ 
Association, headed by the President, Mr. John Fletcher, that he was concerned 
about the continuing complaints of raw material shortage, because already 53% 
of the $550 million earmarked for the manufacturing sector this year had been 
granted. 


In 1980, raw material imports for the manufacturing sector totalled U.S. $290 
million and this moved to U.S. $375 million in 1981, Mr. Vaz said. Despite 
the substantial increase in foreign-exchange allocations in 1981 over 1980 
however, the growth in manufacturing was only 0.42%. 


"Despite the increases, too, in the value of licences granted in 1981, the 
public revenue did not show it, and the Government actually collected less 
Excise and Consumption Duty from manufacturers. My question is: where has 
the money gone?" 


THE MINISTER TOLD the exporters that some persons who had been granted licences 
for raw material, particularly in the garment sub-sector, ended up selling the 
raw materials as finished goods. 


The situation was being closely monitored, he said. The Government was operat- 
ing on the basis of targets and priorities and would not be deterred by 
"bawling". 


The private sector should do its part to clean up corruption, while the Govern- 
ment works to provide them with the tools, the Minister said. 


According to a J.1.S. release Mr. Fletcher and the officials of the J.E.A. 
expressed strong support for Mr. Vaz in his drive to weed out the "bad eggs" 
who were threatening the success of the economic restoration programme. 


CSO: 3025/346 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


TOURISM SHOWS GAINS IN 1981; WINTER SEASON UP 36 PERCENT 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 18 Jun 82 p l 
[Text ] 


GROSS EARNINGS FROM TOURISM for = jamaica had to compete with other countries. 


Jamaica last year amounted to some US$210-mil- 
lion, Director of Tour'*m, Mr. John Gentles, said 
on Tuesday. ah 
Speaking at the monthly meeting of the directors of 
the males Chamber of Commerce, he said that last 
car saw a growth of 3 percent over the previous year. 


In this regard, special promotional work was being 


done to attract tourists, particularly for the summer. 
Some 70 percent of the funds spent on advertisement 
was concentrated on the summer season. 


However, there was no magic wand which the gov- 
ernment could wave to make the tourist industry betes. 


MR. GENTLES CALLED ON hoteliers, operators 


he a tourist’ season recorded a 36 ent 
pou. of duty-free shops, taxi-operators and others involved i 
As to the “calibre” of who came during the wint the industry to revise the exorbitant prices of their prod. 
season, there was the fact that hotels such as Round ™ ucts, as this was a major complaint by tourists. 


Hill, Half Moon and Royal Caribbean had enjoyed full He also called on them to ensure that every dollar 

houses. earned went into the banking system. The harassment 
For the future, he reported that 21,734 persons of visitors for U.S. dollars for black-market trading had 

were booked to arrive here on group convention tours = become a serious problem, he said. 

od wo yd a now to 1985, while bookings All Jamaicans should be aware of the importance of 

ou ~— — foreign exchange earnings to the country. Without the 
UNLIKE OTHER INDUSTRIES, Tourism did not a exchange, tradesmen and menulactarers could 

have a guaranteed market. and, because of this, not do business, nor could the consumers get certain 

items. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


"HEART' TAX DELAY---PAYMENT of the 3 percent payroll tax deduction to support 
the HEART Trust Programme as announced by Prime Minister Edward Seaga in the 
Budget Debate in Parliament on April 22, will commence in September, not July. 
In a statement yesterday, Mr Seaga said that the Private Sector Organisation 

of Jamaica (PSOJ) had made representation to him that since the commencement 

of the project to absorb 4,000 school-leavers for training annually would 
commence in October, payment of the 3 percent tax should not start as early 

as the originally announced date, July. He had accepted this recommendation 

by the PSOJ. The first draft of the legislation to enact the HEART Trust 

of Jamaica has been completed and will be taken to Parliament after refinement 
and Cabinet approval in July, the Prime Minister said. He reminded that in 

the Budget presentation and subsequently, he had stated that the HEART Trust 
would be responsible for financing other job-oriented skill training on self- 
employment projects to be implemented by other Ministries and agencies as fol- 
lows: Building skills--Ministry of Youth 7,000 over 3 years Garment skills-- 
J.1.D.C. 10,000 over 3 years. Craft skills--Things Jamaican and Ministry 

of Youth 6,000 over 3 years Agricultural skills--Ministry of Agriculture 

3,000 over 3 years Added to these is the School Leavers Programme under the 
Ministry of Education of 12,000 over three years resulting in a total of 38,000 
over three years of special training in low level skills to transform unskilled 
members of the labour force, largely youth, to trained workers or self-employed 
persons. [Excerpts] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Jun 82 pp l, 2] 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


GLIMPSE OF LOPEZ PORTILLO, DE LA MADRID MEETING 


Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 7 Jun 82 p 30 


[Commentary by Carlos Ramirez: "Appraisal of the 6-Year Term"] 


[Text] Days after his speech at the National Productivity Center on 9 May, 
Miguel De la Madrid met with President Jose Lopez Portillo somewhere outside 
of Los Pinos, The topics on the agenda were varied, but one was prominent: 

a certain air of displeasure on the part of the president with some of the 
PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party] candidate's statements, since he in- 
terpreted them as criticisms of the administration of the current government, 
Lopez Portillo complained that they were incomprehensible and resorted to 
arguments invoking his concern for the state the country was in, the need for 
unions and the urgent need for emphasizing agreements for the well-being of 
the nation, 


Candidate De la Madrid was cautious in his replies, He tried to preserve their 
friendship and his natural gratitude for the years they had worked together 
and for the presidential succession, However, he had to justify the critical 
nature of his speeches with election campaign arguments, Furthermore, he 
pointed out that the situation the country was in was evident and that prob= 
lems could not be concealed so easily, De la Madrid wanted to establish the 
fact that elections were around the corner and that he was a registered can- 
didate at a particularly difficult moment in the country's history, especially 
given ‘the fact that the evidence points the finger of guilt at the government 
for the crisis, 


The outcome of the meeting was positive for both parties, There were no con= 
frontations but there was a certain air of frankness as far as the complaints 
were concerned, Neither relations nor friendship were broken off, but it was 
clear that the future president will have to detach himself from his predeces- 
sor no matter how much gratitude is involved, There are, moreover, reasons 
stenming from political realism: De la Madrid will take over the government 
on 1 December, but the economic situation and his handling of affairs during 
the post-devaluation months will allow him mobility or austerity to impose 
his government programs, 


Refore the meeting, De la Madrid and Lopez Portillo had maintained opposing 
points of view, An economist by training, De la Madrid felt that the 
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30=-20-10—percent wage hike messed things up even more and created difficulties 
for his campaign and the elections, On 25 March the candidate spoke in San 
Luis Potosi and said that political observers had described him as "the heavy 
hand from San Luis," The wage hike was a "passing illusion," The statement 
was received in Los Pinos like a bucket of cold water, Later the candidate 
criticized the economic package announced by Secretary of Finance Jesus Silva 
Herzog and pointed out that it was simplistic to attack the crisis with simple 
financial adjustments, 


De la Madrid's campaign speech contained a hint of rupture with the Lopez 
Portillo administration, More than a change of direction, it was a breaking= 
off of ties with the current government and with his own past in the Cabinet, 
Furthermore, the underprivileged, poverty and social demands forced him to 
assume a different position with regard to the crisis, the lack of any official 
decision to resolve the breakdowns in the system and the growing lack of public 
credibility and the government's loss of prestige, Which is why he spoke of 
deviations, of the growing number of underprivileged, of betrayals of the re- 
volution, of the abusive concentration of wealth, of the fact that in his 
governnent there would be no internal conflicts, that the crisis had been con= 
cealed, that oil prosperity was a “vain illusion," that it is not enough to 
grow if the wealth is not [equitably] distributed, that ex=-presidents should 
not return to politics and that corruption had assumed aspects that were too 
deeply seated, 


After the meeting with the president, the candidate delivered his speech to 

the Union of Radio and Television Industry Workers in the city of Leon, There 
he in fact proffered a government different from the present one, one without 
double-dealing, without boasts of victory, more transparent, The last speeches, 
including the conclusion of the campaign proper, were marked by De la Madrid's 
appraisal of the present government and the responsibilities attributable to 
its administration in the outlining of policies and plans — especially in 
terms of overall development —— which led the country into its most serious 
postwar crisis, 


11,466 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


COMMENTS ON FALKLAND ISLANDS AFTERMATH 
"Lessons' for Latin America 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 16 Jun 82 p 5 
(Editorial: "Malvinas: Redrafting of Latin American Relations" | 


[Text] With the capture of Port Stanley by British troops, the cease-fire in 
the Malvinas means the end of an armed conflict that placed the whole world 
in a state of tension and led to numerous realignments in international views, 


Naturally, the cease-fire can only produce relief since the death of young 
Argentines and Britons means a high price for the two nations who found them 
selves embarked on a war which in Burope was dubbed an “idiotic war," This 
adjective, which refers to the senseless nature of the war, however, conceals 
the profound reasons that motivate the people of Argentina and the interests 
that motivate the army of occupation, 


It is a fact that, by all international standards, the Argentine nation has 
the right to demand its sovereignty over the Malvinas Islands and also that 
the negotiations had gone on for too long a time, 


At the same time it is to be deplored that force was resorted to and the chan- 
nels of peaceful reconciliation abandoned, But it is even more to be deplored 
that colonialism imposed the law of might makes right and that, ignoring not 
only the international organizations but also the laws that ought *o govern 
relations between countries, it should have decided to assume an extremely 
high cost in material property, but above all in human lives, Mnglish as well 
as Argentine, 


The apparent victory achieved over arbitrariness and intransigence, which has 
received enthusiastic hurrahs, will soon turn into a generator of problems 
rather than a source of wealth and well-being, 


Although with the pain of a traumatic experience, the Malvinas war has left 

us with a few lessons, in particular for the Latin American countries, because 
the conflict revealed, even for those governments that had cultivated illusions, 
that the dominant power on the continent will make no room for continental 
solidarity and that interests go hand in hand with colonialist or neocolonial- 


ist plans, 
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This harsh reality experienced by the countries of our America has again given 
rise to a Latin American spirit that has placed in doubt the agencies created 
for the purpose of serving the interests of the dominant power on the conti- 
nent, 


The whole ideology built around the defense of the continent cracked with the 
alliance between the continental power and the extracontinental nation, There 
can be no doubt that this split will have lasting consequences in terms of in- 
ternational relations in the region and has now generated differences within 
the U.S, governing team itself, 


Another experience that cannot but cause great concern in the democratic and 
progressive sectors of the world was the notable ineffectiveness of the United 
Nations in getting those involved to respect a solution that would have avoided 
bloodshed, Many were the efforts made by UN Secretary General Jose Perez de 
Cuellar to reconcile the parties and find a peaceful solution to the conflict, 
Nevertheless, these efforts did not succeed in lifting the veto of the Security 
Council resolution exercised by the United States and Great Britain and the 
conflict followed the channels of violence, 


These facts force us to consider the need for the progressive and democratic 
forces of the world to provide active support for the international agencies, 
which up to now have been the only means mankind has found to avoid wars be- 
tween nations and stop the arbitrary behavior of the strongest nations, 


This support is becoming more and more necessary with the increase in armed 
conflicts and the possibility that the governments of some countries will use 
force as a means of taking over territories which legitimately belong to other 
peoples, At this time a new armed confrontation in the Middle East has once 
again placed the whole world in a state of tension, 


The indiscriminate use of force has encountered increasing rejection by peoples 
who refuse to live on the edge of the abyss and who every day demonstrate a 
clearer awareness of the fact that the desire for peace also constitutes a 
force in the world which governments have to learn to recognize and respect, 


Hence, we must in terms of this recent Latin American experience redraft the 
strengthening of common interests and the search for our own effective organi- 
zations which may avoid the well-known consequences of institutions like the 
Organization of American States or multinational agreements like the TIAR 
fInter-American Reciprocal Assistance Treaty | which have already proven them 
selves to be unworkable in defense of the peoples of Latin America and real 
obstacles to the assertion of legitimate and sovereign rights that cannot be 
disputed, 


It is not enough for the times to at a given moment — as occurred with Mexico 
with regard to Cuba — provide a country with a historic reason, nor either to 
have to political raise issues concerning regional or interregional conflicts 
at higher forums like the United Nations in order to seek and find better op- 
portunities for dealing with any legitimate demand of a Latin American people, 
What is of necessity at issue is that Latin America, watching out for its own 
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interests and strengthening itself, for itself and at its own forums, must 
have the necessary instruments that are familiar with, can reconcile and de- 
fend its rights before the world and before any currently existing or old 
empire whatsoever, 


Washington'sParmAmericanism Ridiculed 
tlexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 18 Jun 82 p 7=A 
(Jose Agustin commentary: "The Malvinas; Worldwide Repercussions" | 


[Text] The armed phase of the Malvinas conflict is finally over and the re~ 
sults could not be more complete and important, It does not seem to me to be 
an exaggeration to think that this war has involved a change in the physiog= 
nomy of world relations, To start with, for Latin America it confirmed the 
realization that the Par-Americanism promoted by Washington is a crass decep— 
tion, More than ever before, Washington has no friends; rather it has inte- 
rests, At this time it seems to be going very much hand in hand with its 
mother country, but we may well expect that imperialist contradictions will 
of necessity arise between the two countries, 


while the cost was a tragic one, it is only sensible to consider the fact that 
Latin America strongly and spontaneously united itself in support of Argentina, 
but especially of the anticolonial struggles, It was clearly seen that coun- 
tries like Sngland and the United States, at least for the time being, cannot 
cease being aggressors who naturally fight against the imposition of force by 
others who are not themselves or their friends, See how Israel can indeed 
with impunity resort to the use of force every time it pleases without its 
friends doing anything to stop it, 


The Argentine people's reaction to their military has also been very worthy 

of note, After having been extended practically total support, the military 
dictators never once responded appropriately: They did not truthfully report 
on the progress of the war, they fomented deceptive boasting of victory and 
now they feel it necessary to as usual violently repress the people, whom they 
themselves summoned tc the Plaza de Mayo, It is to be hoped that the Argentine 
dictatorship will not stand for the most recent developments and that the pos- 
sibility of a democracy without the military may emerge, I believe that the 
ineffectiveness of military coups has been amply demonstrated, They did not 
even demonstrate any talent for war, which is supposed to be their specialty, 
and only serve to crush and massacre a defenseless people, 


Whether with a military government or not, it will be difficult for Argentina 
to ~o back to being an unconditional "ally" of the United States, at least for 
the time being, While its trade with the Soviet Union was very important, at 
least now it will be impossible for them to condemn ideologies of any kind, 
and even less so those of the supposedly socialist bloc, Actually, not only 
has Argentina come much closer to governments it used to despise, but also 
other countries have fallen under its ban: The socialist government of France 
has tossed overboard its whole policy of support for the Third World and re- 
vealed the complexity of the industrialized countries, where they want to 
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reconcile popular measures with imperial attitudes, After all, France is still 
a country with cclonies, 


On the other hand, really important was the Spanish prime minister's NATO 
speech, in which he made it clear that the peninsula is favorably disposed to 
the Latin-American nations and that it will neither forget nor tolerate the 
fact that Gibraltar continues to be a British possession, Actually, the Mal- 
vinas war brought to the surface the question of colonialisn, which represents 
an ever greater aberration with the passage of time, As we know, colonialism 
is only one face of the flagrant exploitation the powerful countries exercise 
against all of us, 


Among the immediate, and deplorable, effects of the Malvinas war, we have to 
include the "stiffening of behavior" that this conflict imposed on Great Bri- 
tain, the United States, Israel and all those countries that are always ready 
to solve all problems through supposed firmmess of behavior, which in reality 
involves intolerance and rashness, At this juncture it is impossible for 
people like Thatcher, Reagan or Begin to go on boasting about their use of 
force, No matter how much they disguise or camouflage this behavior, the 
truth is that they are defending the law of might makes right, the lex 
talionis, to the detriment of all the efforts made in many parts of the world 
to resolve problems through peace and good will, Given these premises, natu- 
rally, forums like the United Nations or the sorry Security Council are pathe- 
tic in the face of "realpolitik," In the life of the individual, between 
social classes or between countries, the use of force for any reason whatso~ 
ever should be denounced, discouraged, 


The peoples of Argentina, England and the United States have, on the other 
hand, demonstrated just how far alienation of one kind or another unobstruc- 
tedly prevails, The people of Argentina submitted without criticism to the war 
Galtieri adventurously presented them with without any kind of consultation, 
They supported the junta on the war but did not take advantage of it to de- 
nounce its repressive and antidemocratic nature, The result was a heavy blow 
once it was impossible to conceal the true situation, As for the people of 
Great Britain and the United States, it was very painful to have to substan- 
tiate how much they basically like wars and how they do not question the bar= 
barous behavior of their governments either, During the immense demonstration 
against muiclear weapons that took place in the United States a few days ago, 
no voices were raised against U.S, participation, Only the ultrareactionaries 
issued tepid criticisms /for anticommunist reasons/ [in boldface], In England 
the bellicose, imperial and colonialist faction prevailed, Thatcher saw her 
stock rise in value among the populace and everyone over there must have felt 
very happy that they were still "a first-rate power," In reality, the layer 
of civilization is minimal in human beings, 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


PPS ON ANTI-ELECTION CAMPAIGN, ARMS VENDORS 

Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 15 Jun 82 pp 4-A,2 -A,27=A 
(From "Political Fronts" column, by Ramon Morones | 
|Zxcerpts] Provocation on the Northern Borders PPS 


The Popular Socialist Party (PPS) yesterday reported that on the northern bor= 
der, to be specific in Baja California, there is in progress a campaign to 
stir people up, undertaken by persons as yet unimown, through which people are 
being encouraged to abstain [from voting] and high power weapons are being 
distributed, 


Residents of Northern Baja California are being intimidated by means of tele- 
phone calls to get them to abstain from voting, 


"axtremely concerned, the PPS has sounded the alarm and is publicly denouncing 
the serious incidents that have been taking place because of the current elec- 
tion campaign," 


Te PPS is of the opinion that the "great oligarchic bourgeoisie, in compli- 
city with its foreign allies, has been distributing high-power weapons to the 
people of Mexico for the purpose of keeping the current election from culmina- 
ting in a peaceful and democratic fashion in order to achieve its aims of sus-=- 
pending constitutional guarantees and, consequently, of not constituting the 
next federal government," the spokesman for the magenta party, Francisco Ortiz 
Mendoza, specified, 


Problems in 2 Months 
He provided details: 


"a few days ago, two individuals between 40 and 45 years of age, well-dressed 
and wearing 10=gallon hats, fast-talking and obviously well-educated and self- 
possessed, offered Jose Vazquez Osuna, whose address we withhold for under= 
standable reasons, high-power weapons which they were carrying in two panel 
trucks, one black and the other dark blue, 








"Mr Vazquez Osuna estimated that they were carrying between 15 and 20 large=- 
caliber pistols and about 25 submachine guns in one of them, The above- 
mentioned individuals explained and affirmed to Vazquez Osuna ‘that there was 
an urgent need for everyone to have some kind of weapon since in 2 or 3 months 
they would need them because serious problems would be arising in the country,' 
adding 'that the government is a very bad one and the new one will be worse'," 


They said that they did not belong to any political party and did not demand 
payment for the weapons they offered, Ortiz Mendoza added that they also 
asserted that they had already toured the country and had spent 2 weeks in 
Tijuana, And lastly, the PPS felt that arms traffickers may have been in- 
volved and reiterated that, despite the problems that exist in this country, 
the path of arms is not the way to overcome then, 


12,000 Peasants Threaten fo Leave PRI 


Roberto Hosa Gonzalez, our correspondent in Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, said that 
some 12,000 Veracruzan peasants from the area are threatening to resign from 
their party, the PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party], en masse unless 

the problem of the land within the limits of the municipalities of Minatitlan 
and Cosoleacaque, where they felt obliged to invade 438 hectares belonging to 
Yolanda Reyes de Castillo and Gabino Reyes, is settled, 


They are also asking for the resignation of State Patrimony Director Jose luis 
Cintora Franco whom they accuse of having infringed on the rights of the 
underprivileged classes to obtain a piece of land, 


The group is headed by Jeronimo Lozada, who is also asking for the release of 
Martin Lozada, being held for the invasion of a piece of property within the 
limits of Minatitlan and Cosoleacaque, 


The peasants belong to the Civic Association of the South, associated with 
the PRI, 


In connection with this, the mayoress of Cosoleacaque, Cristina Reyes Gomez, 


declared that the invasion is a maneuver to annex those parcels to the muni-~ 
cipality of Minatitlan, 


11,466 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


BRIEFS 


DELEGATION TO PUERTO RICO--CASTRIES, Wed., (Cana)--A SIX-MAN delegation from 
Saint Lucia Chamber of Commerce, headed by President, Ornan Monplaisir, has left 
here for Puerto Rico, to hold discussions with counterpart business leaders 

and Government officials. Members of the local team expect to meet the Mayor 

of San Juan, as well as visit factories and agro-industry centres there. Det- 
tails of the thrust of the mission was not given, but the trip comes in the 
wake of a visit to Saint Lucia by officials of the Puerto Rico Chamber of 
Commerce, in December, last year. From Puerto Rico, the Saint Lucians will 
travel to Jamaica, to take part in a private sector conference on the Caribbean, 
sponsored by the Caribbean Association of Industry and Commerce (CAIC) and 

the Private-Sector Organisation (PSOJ). Chamber President Monplaisir is to 
chair a working session on "The future for traditional and non-traditional 
agriculture products." The conference will be held from June 20 to 21. [Text] 
[Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Jun 82 p 5] 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PANDAY PESSIMISTIC ON SUGAR; SAYS GOVERNMENT STRANGLING CARONI 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Jun 82 p 7 


[Text] SAN FERNANDO: OPPOSITION LEADER Basdeo Panday (Couva North) has pre- 
dicted a dim future for the sugar industry in Trinidad and Tobago. 


Asked to comment on the 1982 sugar crop, he said yesterday: "I think this 
is the worst crop ever. Since the State took over the company, the industry 
has been going down hill. 


He accused the Government of strangling Caroni Limited. 


Mr Panday, president general of All-Trinidad Sugar and General Workers Trade 
Union said that the government has failed to give Caroni any direction. 


He accused the government of "deliberately hamstringing the management" by 
failing to declare a policy on sugar. 


No Diftinite Word 
"The government has failed to say emphatically what is going to happen to 
the industry: If it continues this way it is going to destroy the industry 


completely for political purposes." 


He said that the union could only continue to carry on the political struggle 
to free the industry from "political strangulation." 


Caroni has announced that it will bring down the curtains today on this year's 
crop, one week earlier than had planned, because of adverse weather conditions. 


It is now certain that the company will not be able to reach its revised pro- 
duction target of 103,000 tonnes. 


The Ste Madeleine factors will cease grinding operations today, the company 
announced. : 


Canes will be accepted from farmers. 
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